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Curriculum Newsletter — 15t Edition

Welcome to the first edition of the school’s weekly curriculum newsletter. It only seems like five
minutes ago | was producing them last year, and now we are all ready to go again! More
seriously, it is fantastic to be back at school, and | know how much the staff have enjoyed
welcoming them back to their new classes. They have made a fantastic start, and | could not be
more proud of them all. Please remember that every Friday, the curriculum newsletter will be
published, and | hope this will keep you fully up-to-date with all of the amazing learning that is
taking place in school.

New Drop-off and Collection Rules

Thank you very much indeed for the way you have observed our new rules for delivering and
collecting children safely. | have been so pleased with the way this has worked and the joy of
seeing the driveway empty of cars between 8.30-8.50 and 3.10-3.30 is palpable. Many of you
who do not drive cars into school have also commented on how much safer it feels, and this is
the only reason we have made these changes. | know that next week, we will continue to gain
familiarity with these new rules, and seeing us work together as a community to keep the children
safe is a measure of us all. My very sincere thanks, once again.

Swimming: Year 4

| was very happy to lead an introductory session with all of the children in Year 4 this morning as
we began to talk about the swimming lessons, which are due to commence next week. To say
the children were excited was an understatement! For parents in Year 4, please can you refer to
the letter that was sent earlier this week, and ensure that your child attends each and every
lesson. We are one of the schools in Leicester that provides the most tuition, with 36-hours per
year. At the end of this time, | know that the majority will be independent swimmers, and this will
make a direct contribution to their health, safety and wellbeing. As always, if you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at school.

Parent Groups

Parent Groups will start again for all of the children in years 1-6 during the week beginning
Monday 8" September 2025. For those of you that are unaware, this will be a weekly
opportunity to come into class with your child, see what they are learning, and take part in an
activity with them, and the other children and parents in their class. There will also be an
opportunity to meet with the class teacher, ask questions, and find out more about the learning
that is taking place. Early next week, | will publish all of the days, and shall look forward to
seeing you there. For children in Nursery and Reception, it will take them longer to settle,
therefore Parent Groups will start after the October half-term. We normally do 2-parent groups in
these year groups, giving you even more of an opportunity to come into school to learn alongside
your child. This strategy has always been successful in bringing parents and school closer
together, and | commend it to you, once again.
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The Growing Mayflower Family

This week, 8 new children have joined us in a number of different year groups. It is always very
welcome news to see more and more parents choosing us, and | never cease to be amazed at
how adaptable and resilient children are when faced with the prospect of change. For our
existing children, there is nothing they welcome more than looking after those that are new to the
school, and | have seen lots and lots of great examples of them being made to feel very welcome
indeed. Needless to say, | know this will continue as the year unfolds.

School Communication

At Mayflower, we work very hard to build good, open and trusting relationships with all of our
parents. We know that when home and school work closely together, the people who benefit the
most are the children themselves. On occasion, we are aware that sometimes, late notice was
given of certain school events, and | am both mindful of this and apologetic. Going forward, we
have created a whole-school calendar, and this will include all of the key dates for the year
ahead, including class and curriculum assemblies, celebrations, sports days, and other
associated events. | really hope that this will help, and that you are able to book time off work
early to guarantee your attendance. Please note that none of these dates will change, so you
can book up with absolute confidence! | will be publishing next week so look out for this!

Underlying Assembly Focus

This half term, we will be using assemblies in school to look at the following key themes:

Democracy | The Rule of Law | Liberty | Tolerance | Respect

|

As you probably know, | always take a story focus, and class teachers follow these sessions up
back in the classroom. Our children enjoy their assemblies, and | know they will be happy to
share what they have learnt within this context.

Attendance

Some outstanding attendance figures this week, with 2-classes achieving the magic figure of
100%! This year, we are going to be tightening up on attendance, and although | am pleased
with the aggregate figure, there are too many children with an outcome of below 90%. This
group will be a core focus, and over the coming weeks, | will be very happy to share our policies
and procedures with you, as well as advice on how you can best support your child to attend
every single day.

Week Beginning Monday 20" January 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
N/A 1KM: 97.9% 4SP: 100% 6PA: 100%
Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Co-Chairs of Governors: Mrs. A. Meah and Mr. T. Abdullah Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten- Mlller
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Wow Moments in School
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