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Curriculum Newsletter — 15t Edition

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new school year, and | sincerely hope that you have had a
good break. 6.5 weeks seems like a long time, but it soon passes us by and then, here we are
again ready for what is ahead. You will probably have noticed that much groundwork has taken
place during the summer holidays on both sides of the main driveway. | am pleased this has
happened and feel that the whole area now looks tidy. Soon, the grass seed will take, returning
these muddy areas to green, which is what | think we all want. Anyhow, lets briefly look back and
then ahead to the delights of another fun and enjoyable year here at Mayflower Primary School!

Outstanding Academic Results

As parents, you will expect many things from us, but close to the top of the list will be the
academic standards the children reach in all year groups. Despite RAAC, we decided to go
ahead with all of the National Assessment this year and once again, our children have done
outstandingly well. National Assessments in the primary years take place in Reception, Year 1,
Year 4, and Year 6. Once again, | am very, very proud of what the children have achieved, and
feel sure that once again, we will be in the top 20% of all schools nationally. This truly is an
amazing achievement given the impact of the RAAC crisis, and very much affirms their resilience
and determination to succeed. We must also keep in mind the work of all our teachers and staff,
who have also been under the most intense pressure since the RAAC crisis broke in April 2023.
| have always been proud to work at Mayflower, but never more so than when | see our children
achieving such outstanding results.

The Return to School

The beginning of any school year is exciting, and seeing all of the children skipping into school
after their long holidays is a joy. Somehow, they all seem to have grown into their new year
groups, and they look totally ready for the many exciting challenges ahead. | have also enjoyed
hearing of their adventures both near and far. Thank you for giving them such a great and
enriching time and | can imagine you are now happy to see them back in the classroom, learning,
and being awesome. They all seem to be joyful at coming back, and that makes me happy too!!
| do feel we have much to look forward to this year, especially with our new building and outdoor
space.

Schools Rebuilding Programme (SRP)

Last year, | wrote to you about the SRP, and the fact that Mayflower is a priority 1 school. This
means our rebuilding programme has been given the highest priority by the Department for
Education (DfE). While | have nothing new or specific to report, | can confirm that | am meeting
with the DfE next week, and we will expect to host teams at the old site on Monday 16%"
September 2024. This is all part of the preparatory phase, and | shall look forward to giving you
a further update next week. Yet more excitement at Mayflower!!
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Parent Groups

| am very pleased to report that Parent Groups will commence for all classes next week, and
hope you welcome this news. Staff have tried to spread them out across the week so that you
will be able to attend more than one if you have children in a number of different year groups.
Please note that for children in the Orchard, Chestnut, and Willow, Parent Groups will start
during the week beginning Monday 9" September 2024. The days will be as follows:

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2
Tuesday/Thursday Tuesday/Thursday Wednesday Thursday
Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Thursday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday

| am very much looking forward to seeing you there, and hope you welcome this regular
opportunity to see your child and the class teacher in action!

Holiday and Term-Time Absence

Just a quick note to say there have been some changes to the Fixed Penalty Notices (FPN) that
can be issued by the Local Authority in the event of children being taken on holiday during term
time. The first is that there has been an increase to £80.00, provided the penalty is paid on time.
The second is that an FPN can be issued for 5-days of accumulated absence. This means, for
example, that if the child is taken out of school on 2-separate occasions for 2- and 3-days
respectively, an FPN can be issued because the cumulative total is 5-days. We never like to see
fines at school but the Government is eager to ensure the best rates of attendance possible, and
this will help them to get the most from their education.

After School Clubs

Just a quick note to confirm that we are hoping to return to an after-school offer during the
autumn term, and soon | will be able to write to you about the range of clubs that will be available.
Please note that if you wish to enrol your child, then part of the agreement will be that they are
collected from the main office space at the correct time. We do not allow children to walk home
after clubs, even if they are in years 5 or 6. Thanks you

Attendance

As this is the first week back, | will not be publishing attendance figures, but this will start again
next week, so please make sure your child comes into school every day. Thank you.

Week Beginning Tuesday 27" August 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
N/A N/A N/A N.A
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar

Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School
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Science — Y5
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