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Curriculum Newsletter – 2nd Edition 
 

Welcome to the 2nd edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, and I hope you still enjoy finding 
out what the children have been getting up to in class and beyond.  Nothing makes me happier 
than seeing them work hard, enjoying their learning, and making connections in the real world.  
Now that our new curriculum is really beginning to embed, I am very excited about the prospects 
for another successful year ahead. 
 

The Good News and…. 
 

I continue to be very happy indeed with the new arrangements for dropping and collecting the 
children each day.  The service road is now an entirely safe space at times of peak flow, making 
this a really enjoyable time of day for children and parents alike.  My thanks for adapting to the 
new arrangements, and also for engaging with your children as they talk about the learning that 
has taken place in school. 
 

….the Bad News 
 

Now that we have solved the cars on site, a new problem has arisen, and it is causing me great 
concern.  Huge numbers of our children are now being collected early, and this will have a very 
significant impact on their learning.  The first parents come at 2.50 pm and then there is a 
procession between this time, and gate closure at 3.10 pm.  I simply do not understand why this 
has happened, and express very significant concern about the impact this will have on your child.  
In most classes, learning continues right up to 3.15 pm, and if children are always missing this, it 
will have an inevitable impact on their learning. 
 
Very rarely do I write in strong terms, but the simple reality is that this needs to stop.  I accept 
that in some very rare cases, it can be merited, but as a rule, the children will lose out on so 
much learning, and I cannot stand aside and just let this happen.  For clarity, the following rules 
apply to all classes in school: 
 

▪ Nursery and Reception: Collection between 3.05 pm and 3.15 pm 
 

▪ Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6: Collection at 3.15 pm 
 

From next week, I want this group of parents to consider what is preventing them from collecting 
their child at the right time.  Usually, it is matters of the gate, or the walk, or the parking, but none 
of these are sufficient to justify the impact this has on your child’s learning.  The end of the day in 
any class is a very precious time, where we review what has taken place, get excited about the 
next day, or finish lessons that are on the timetable.  Is getting home a few minutes early a price 
worth paying when your child will miss out on so much?  Add to this the fact they want to enjoy 
the end of the day with their friends, not being highlighted as the child who has to go home early.  
Please consider the comments I am making and let us now move away from an early collection 
culture.  I hope these thoughts will be sufficient to reduce this issue in school.  Thank you. 
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The Growing Mayflower Family 

 
I am very happy to share some good news about Mr. Beck, one of our Reception teachers.  He 
and his family are delighted to announce the arrival of their new baby, and everyone is doing 
really well indeed.  Quite rightly, Mr. Beck is taking paternity leave at this time, and we all send 
our love and best wishes at such a special time.  During this period of absence, Mrs. Barnes will 
take on all of the teaching duties in Willow Class and my thanks to her for this.  Mr. Beck will be 
back in school soon, and to this, we shall all look forward.  I am also hoping that he will be able to 
bring in some photographs to share with the children.  There are few things more special than the 
arrival of a new baby! 
 

Year 4 swimming 
 

Today, it was my pleasure to take Year 4 swimming for this first time at Mayflower.  To say they 
had a great time would be an understatement, and I was really impressed with their maturity and 
ability.  Our children are very well served in this area of the curriculum, and will receive 1-hour of 
tuition per week for the next 36-weeks.  By the end of the programme, a very strong majority will 
be able to reach the national expectation of 25-metres unaided.  If they can do this, not only will 
they have another sporting opportunity they can excel in, but they will also be safe if ever they 
should fall into water.  My thanks to all of the children for their attitude and effort, and also the 
staff who accompanied them on the day. 
 

New Reception Classes 
 

This week, it has been fantastic to see all of the Reception children coming into school, and they 
were amazing.  I spent quite a lot of time with them this afternoon, and they are so school-ready.  
Now that the COVID-19 pandemic is behind us, it is great to see children embracing their new 
classes in this way, full of confidence, optimism and excitement.  Special thanks to the staff for 
the work they have undertaken, and also our parents for ensuring their children are coming into 
school with such a positive mindset. 
 

Attendance 
 

Another very good week of attendance, with two of our classes reaching 100%.  This means that 
every child in the class has been in school for every day of the week.  When children attend 
school every day, the quality of their learning will always be better than when they miss a day or 
more.  Thank you to all our parents for ensuring the Mayflower Attendance Recovery continues 
apace.  While I know there is still more work to do, we are definitely on the right-track, which will 
benefit all of our children in the long-run. 
 

Week Beginning 1st September 2025 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Willow: 100% 2DJ: 97.2% 3MY: 100% 6CR: 99.5% 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
F2:  Exploring 

 
Y1: Tricky Maths 

 
Y2: Detailed Art 

 
Y2: Tricky Maths 

 
Y3: Self Portraits 

 
Y3: Self Portraits 

 
Y4: Role-Play 

 

Y4: Role-Play 

 
Y5: Den-Building 

 
Y6: Geography 

 
Y6: Shading 

 
Y6: Shading 
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