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Curriculum Newsletter — 2" Edition

Welcome to the second edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter and what a busy week it has
been! The weather seems to have been slightly confused, as well. We seem to have had
autumn at the beginning of the week and summer has returned at the end! Nothing makes me
happier than seeing the children outside, in green spaces, exploring, playing, having fun, and
learning, regardless of the weather, however!!

Swimming in Year 4

This week, | have been delighted to take the children in Year 4 swimming at Braunstone Leisure
Centre. This is a real highlight in our school, and every year, it is great to see them all looking
forward to what is ahead. | am pleased to be able to report they had a truly fantastic time, and |
think | noticed the fact that standards in swimming seem to be going up. This suggests that more
of our families are swimming outside of school time, which is welcome news indeed. When
teaching, we remind children that swimming is not only a great habit, but it can also save your
life. It goes without saying that | am looking forward to the next 36-weeks and | feel very
confident indeed that by the end of the year, the vast majority of children will be able tor reach the
Year 6 minimum standard of 25-metres unaided. Exciting times indeed!

Beaumanor Residential

On Thursday evening, it was my pleasure to welcome all of the children and parents in Year 6 to
an open meeting. The focus was the annual residential to Beaumanor, and it was great to see
many people there. The children were certainly excited, and my fondest wish is that they are all
able to come along. As | said to parents, there is no such thing as a barrier that cannot be
overcome. For the last 33 years, | have been taking children on residential; it is always an
absolute highlight of their time in the primary years. Last year, we took a large group of 47, but
not all children came along. Come on Year 6 — this is your opportunity to be the very first year
group where every child goes!

The Driveway

Although there have been some improvements at the beginning and end of each day, | am still
unhappy with the number of parents that are trying to drive from Ethel Road up to the main
building. This is such a dangerous thing to do, and | need to advise you that there have already
been two accidents. There is literally nothing more important than the safety of our children, and
if you gave me a million pounds, I still wouldn’t drive up the driveway because someone might get
hurt. In previous newsletters, | have mentioned the idea about closing the gates at pre-arranged
times. If the current pattern continues, | will have little choice. So, for the final time, please can |
remind you all that only Blue Badge holders are allowed to drive up to the school, and we
request that you deliver your children early, and collect them early as well. This will allow us to
manage what is becoming an increasingly challenging issue in school.
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Enrichment

Yet more good and exciting news — Forest Schools, outdoor learning, the allotment, and cooking
have all started up again! Teachers at Mayflower love to bring creativity to the classroom, and it
is great to see all of these programmes inspiring our children to become happy and well-rounded
learners. Look out for further announcements in the weeks to come, including some early
partnerships that | beginning to be form. Just two that are currently in process are Gliding and
EVs, with our good friends at Octopus Energy. Once | have more information in these areas, |
will be happy to share them with you.

The Daily Mile

Mayflower has always had a very strong reputation for its PE provision. If you look at the
letterhead, we are one of the very few schools locally that holds the School Games Platinum
Award. Equally, our children love sport, and they know the positive impact this can have on their
health, wellbeing, and overall educational attainment. With this in mind, we are currently thinking
about how access to more physical activity can be guaranteed. The Daily Mile could be a very
good vehicle indeed, and although it is a high ambition, we know that this will really meet the
needs of children and staff. When this is combined with all the other outdoor learning
opportunities at our school, we can easily see that this will be an extremely beneficial programme
indeed. We are currently at a very early stage in the process, but in the near-future, | shall look
forward to sharing more details with you, especially in relation to the very positive benefits that
we will all experience as a result of our engagement.

School Diary/Calendar

This year, we want to be a little bit more strategic about key events in the school calendar. We
also believe that as parents, the earlier you can be notified of an event, the better. This includes
school trips, assemblies, the mela, or whatever, really. To help, we are looking at putting
together a calendar for the whole year so you will be able to see everything that is happening in
your child’s year group. Of course, our fondest wish is that you will see this as an easy
opportunity to become fully involved with our work, supporting your child, having fun, and
strengthening still further the partnerships we have at all levels. This will be an online service,
and can be accessed via the school’s website.

Attendance

This is the first set of attendance figures, and | have to say that with an aggregate of 95.4%,
these are very strong outcomes indeed! Very well done, and keep it up!

Week Beginning Tuesday 27" August 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
The Orchard 2AP: 97.1% 4MY: 96.4% 6PA: 100%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Wow Moments in School

CIever maths Y2

Growth Mindset — Y3 | Growth Mindset — Y3 Friendships — Y4

Collaboratlon Y5 PE - Y5 Light and Dark — Y6 Emotive Art — Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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