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Curriculum Newsletter — 3@ Edition

Thank you for taking the time to read the latest edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter.
Although this takes time to prepare, it also makes me very proud to see how our children have
engaged with their learning, and also the wonderful range of exciting activities that are available
to them in the classroom and beyond. | have always believed that primary education is all about
creating memories for children. When they become adults, | want them to remember the fun they
had, the learning that took place, and how this has prepared them for a future society. My thanks
for their enthusiasm, and to all of the staff for the incredible creativity they have shown when
planning lessons from Nursery all the way through to Year 6.

Driveway

| am afraid that the driveway is still presenting real problems for us, and | have challenged a
number of motorists who have driven up to the top when they do not have a Blue Badge. If you
do have an entitlement, it would be really helpful if you could display this on your dashboard. In
this way, | will not challenge you, and neither will the parents who are walking their children at the
time. There really is nothing more important than the safety of our children and if we work
together to achieve this, everyone will benefit. Remember | do have the capacity to completely
close off the gates, but do not want to do this. As a community, we should be able to come
together to keep the children safe, therefore my advice this week makes this a real possibility.
Thank you, as always, for putting the children first.

School Meals

Last week a decision was taken to move away from the current school meals provider. The
proposed timescale is the beginning of the summer term 2025. While there have been elements
of this service | have been happy with, | also feel we have the capacity to do better. There is also
concern around the sustainability of this service, so making this decision now will help us to be
better prepared for the future. | will be speaking to a range of different providers, including those
that are prominent in the secondary schools’ sector. Please look out for further updates in the
near future.

Parent Groups

Thank you for taking the time to attend our Parent Groups, which commenced at the beginning of
this week. Our children and staff love having you in school, and this is such a great way to share
some of the exciting learning that is taking place. Relationships and communication also benefit
from this approach, and | know that many of you really enjoy meeting your child’s class teacher,
asking questions, and engaging with the process of parent-teacher partnerships. The next strand
will be year and phase assemblies, and now that we have enough hall-space, this becomes a
very achievable objective. Luckily, we did manage to rescue the stage from the old building,
which will help!! | shall look forward to seeing you there.
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Our New Classes!!

This time of year is always exciting, and we are now pleased to report that Orchard, Chestnut,
and Willow (Nursery and both Reception classes) are complete, with all children coming into
school on a daily basis. Seeing these new children settle so well is such a great pleasure, and
once again, | need to thank you for ensuring they are school-ready. Although the impact of
COVID-19 is still with us, this seems to diminish each year, and soon, we will be able to cast
these dark-days to the annals of history. Our children have always shown such resilience, and
this is a testimony to you all. Please look out for the children in action, and soon, we will also be
publishing some classroom pictures so you will be able to see what they have been getting up to!
Exciting times indeed....

Colder Weather Ahead

Just a quick reminder that as the weather begins to close in, your child will need a coat in school.
We like to ensure that playtimes are utilised, even if it is raining. A good coat will provide them
with the protection they need, and also give them daily opportunities to learn in our wonderful
outdoor environment. Please also remember that if your child has an entitlement to Pupil
Premium Funding, we can make a contribution to the costs through your child’'s personal
budget. If you are unsure about this, please feel free to come and see me, your child’s class
teacher, or any member of the office staff team.

Late Collections
Of late, we have noticed that some parents are quite late collecting their children after school. As
a staff, we understand that sometimes the school-run can be challenging but all we ask is that
you let us know. This is so we can reassure the children, who will often be worried if a parent is
not there on-time. As always, my thanks for your help in this matter.
WeDuc

As a school, we would like continue our move towards paper-free communication. WeDuc is the
primary vehicle for this, and strenuous efforts will be made to ensure that all of our parents sign
up. It really is the easiest way for us to establish proper 2-way communication.

Attendance

I have been very pleased with the attendance figures since school started back and know that we
will all be eager to maintain this very positive start. Well done to you all....

Week Beginning Tuesday 9" September 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 94.1% 2CJ: 98.9% 4HP: 98.4% 6CR: 99.5%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Wow Moments in School

Parent Group — Y3 Friction — Y3
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World War 2 — Y5 Home Learning — Y6 Class reader — Y6 Readlng an atlas Y6
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