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Curriculum Newsletter — 5th Edition

Welcome to the 5" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, and what a busy week it has been
in school! | am really pleased with the way all of the children have settled into their new classes,
clearing the decks for what will be another successful year ahead. | often say this, but after
everything they have been through, | never cease to be amazed at their resilience and fortitude.
They really are a credit to you all.

International Day of Languages

Just a quick reminder that we will be holding our annual International Day of Languages on
Monday 30" September 2024. Your child will be very welcome to come into school in clothing
that represents a country of their choice. Traditionally, we have very good representation from
around the world, and as always, we are eager to avoid football kits. Although they may
represent a country, their significance begins and ends at the stadium door, so let’s try and push
harder and really think carefully about what can be worn to represent the country of our choice.
Once again, | will be the pilot, and | am super-looking forward to seeing the children on the day
and all of the learning that will inevitably take place.

Another Special Visitor in School

At Mayflower, we are always looking at the ways in which the curriculum can be enhanced. This
usually involves visits from school, or visitors that can work with the children, sharing their
knowledge, experience, and expertise. With this in mind, | am delighted to announce that Year 5,
who have been learning about World War 2, will have an opportunity to meet and engage with
someone who was evacuated from London, and taken all the way up to Scotland to stay safe.
They will also share their experience of living in Pakistan after the war, and how these tumultuous
events have shaped them as a person. From a personal perspective, | am really looking forward
to this visitor coming into school, and know that the children will ask great questions and gain
access to a first-hand account of such an important moment in modern history.

Parent Groups

On Wednesday of this week, | changed my normal routine and visited parent groups. My focus
was Year 4, but | am hoping to evolve this, and sample all of the year groups in the weeks to
come. First and foremost, it was wonderful to see such a good turnout, and the way the children
responded was very positive indeed. Put simply, they really enjoy having you there, sharing their
learning, and joining with you as their respective education journeys continue. It was great, also,
seeing the class teacher sharing teaching tips that will hopefully empower you all to support your
children at home. This is precisely what Parent Group is all about, and I shall hopefully get to
see all of you before the end of the autumn term 2024. Of course, this again puts RAAC back
into focus, where we were unable to operate in this way. In all the best schools, the partnership
between home and school is strong, with the children benefiting hugely as a result.
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Mathematics Parent Classes

Linked to Parent Groups is the support and guidance that we like to give about the curriculum in
school. Mathematics is a very good example of this, and the way the subject is taught has
changed considerably since we were all at school! With this in mind, our new Mathematics
Leaders, Mrs. Chandarana and Mrs. Smart will be hosting open sessions where parents can
come along and learn how we teach the 4-operations (addition, subtraction, division, and
multiplication). Please look out for further details in the near future.

Clubs

Early next week, your children will have an opportunity to join one of our clubs. So far, the
following will be available:

Netball: Thursday lunchtime, 5/6, 12.00-12.30 (up to 20 children)
Gymnastics, Tuesday, 3.30-4.30, KS2 (20 children)

Dance: Tuesday lunchtime, KS1, (up to 24-children)

Cooking: Dates and times to be confirmed

Needlecraft Club: Monday, 3.30-4.30, Key Stage 2 (up to 16-children)

Invitation letters will be published next week, and my thanks to you all for your support.
Harvest Celebration
As part of our RE curriculum, children from Key Stage 1 will be visiting the Methodist church to
learn about the annual celebration of the Harvest. If any parents would like to make a donation of
food items, please can they come into school with your child next week. Thank you.
Windrush Celebration
On Wednesday 9" October 2024, our children in years 5 and 6 will have an opportunity to sing
at the Curve Theatre as part of the celebration of the arrival of 500 brave Caribbean nationals to
support in the rebuilding programme after World War 2. Now, 76-years later, we rejoice in how
our country has been enriched, bringing yet more opportunities for the UK to be truly
representative of the wonderful global community in which we live. Exciting times, indeed....
Attendance

Super attendance data again, this week. Thank you, everyone, and keep it up!!

Week Beginning Tuesday 23'¥ September 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 91.3% 2CJ: 98.5% 3KW: 99.3% 6CR: 98.1%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School
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Mosaics — Y4 Mosaics — Y4

Cooking — Y5

Cooking — Y5 Art and English — Y6 Lake Filbert!!
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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