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Curriculum Newsletter — 7th Edition

Welcome to the 7™ edition of our weekly curriculum newsletter, and hasn’t time flown by! |
cannot believe that the half-term is almost upon us, with just 1-week to go. The children have
certainly been impressing me this week, and an improvement in the weather has also been very
welcome indeed. Lake Filbert has been missed, but | am sure it will be back!! Let’s hope this
does not happen anytime soon, though!

Better Together: Windrush Celebration

On Wednesday, it was my pleasure to attend at the Curve Theatre with the Mayflower choir,
performing alongside established artists as we celebrate the 76™ anniversary of Empire Windrush
coming to the United Kingdom from the Caribbean. The impact of this event, and also the
intervening years (1948-1971) has brought so much welcome cultural change to our country, and
| absolutely agree that it needs to be celebrated each and every year. The community in
Leicester is well-known as inclusive, celebratory, and creative. These themes were on full
display at the Curve, including dance, poetry, song, humour, and such a strong sense of
togetherness. My thanks to the 30-children who came along, and seeing them command the
stage in this way was wonderful. It was also great to be able to engage with the choir from Taylor
Road, and | felt honoured that we were the only 2-schools in attendance for such an important
celebration of what makes our country special.

Parents’ Evening

Just a quick reminder that teachers will be offering individual meetings with all parents next week.
| checked online and can see that most, not all, parents have made appointments. Please keep
in mind that the portal will remain open until Sunday 13" October 2024, so if you have not done
so already, it is not too late! Our staff will be celebrating how well the children have settled into
class, all of their significant achievements, and also the development priorities for the remainder
of the year ahead. The first parents’ evening of the year is also an important time for
relationships to be established, and this is also supported by weekly parent groups. At the end of
the process, we want you to know your child’s class teacher really well, and feel confident in
having a conversation whenever the need should arise! Exciting times indeed.

Clubs

Mrs. Hussain in the office has been working hard in the office putting together our clubs offer and
this year, all communication will be online. This will include information and the required
consents. If you do not have a WeDuc account, your child may miss out, and | would not want
this to happen. Please remember that if you need guidance or support in this respect, do come
and see us. A time will come when all paper-based communication is withdrawn, bit we can only
do this once we know that you are all connected online. Let’s work together and see if we can
achieve this sooner rather than later.

Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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The Driveway

Another quick reminder about the driveway. | have not decided to close the gates yet, but will do
so if | feel that children have been placed at risk. Safety is the most important job that | do at
school, and | want to work with you in this respect. Only Blue Badge holders are allowed to use
the driveway and we would prefer that you arrive/leave between 8.25-8.35/2.55-3.05. Staff will
be available to support this process, which will clear the driveway of cars during out busiest time
(8.35-8.45/3.05-3.15). | know that you would be distraught if you were directly responsible for
injuring a child, and the length of the driveway is only 150-yards. Equally, if you have a Blue
Badge. It might be the case that your child is perfectly able to walk this short distance at the
beginning and end of each day. Let’s vow to make cars a thing of the past, and ensure that our
children can enter and leave the school in a safe and ordered manner. Thank you.

Year 5: A Special Visitor

Sadly, the special visitor that | mentioned in a previous issue of the curriculum newsletter has
been unable to attend. Pleasingly, these matters have now been resolved, and they will be in
school next week. The special visitor will be able to give a first-hand account of the evacuation of
London during World War 2. The children will also have an opportunity to ask questions and gain
valuable insight about a very important time in our modern history. Furthermore, there will be
time to find out what life in Pakistan was like as soon after the war, the special visitor moved to
Karachi. Visits such as these are a super way of enhancing our curriculum and nothing brings
history lessons more to life than a person who lived through these times directly sharing their
experiences with the children.

School Timings

Of late, one or two children have been arriving late and | just want to remind you that for EYFS,
your child needs to be in school by 8.55 am at the latest, and in years 1-6, the daily admissions
window is from 8.35-8.45. Lateness makes children feel anxious and can affect their day going
forward. They will also miss valuable learning opportunities at the beginning of the day, and the
Early Work that teachers carefully prepare. As always, your help in these matters is deeply
appreciated and if you are experiencing specific difficulties, do contact either myself of Mrs.
Mohamed, our Attendance Officer. Thank you.

Attendance

Attendance continues to be strong at Mayflower, and | am very grateful to you all for the efforts
you have made. The magic numbers this week are as follows:

Week Beginning Monday 7" October 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 98.3% 2AP: 97.8% 4HP: 100% 5SD: 99.5%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School

Art — Y2 (Wow!! Pond Dlpplng Y2

Science — Y5 Shelters — Y5 Fairtrade — Y6 Warning Zone — Y6

Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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