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Curriculum Newsletter — 8t Edition

Welcome to the 8™ edition of the school’s weekly curriculum newsletter. As always, the children
have been very busy, and | know they now need a good rest during the October half-term
holidays. Please remember that school reopens at the normal time on Monday 27t October
2025. | sincerely hope you all manage to have a good rest, and spend quality time with friends
and family. Also, for our good friends in the Hindu, Jain, and Sikh communities, we wish you all a
Happy Diwali on Monday and Tuesday of next week. Leicester is world-famous for these
celebrations, and | know you will all have the best time ever.

Dress Up Day for Diwali

Thank you to all the parents and children for helping them be prepared for the Diwali Dress Up
Day at Mayflower. | have to say they all looked marvellous; full of bright colours, fun, and joy. It
was my pleasure to lead an assembly this afternoon with all of the children, where we looked at
the celebration, what it means, and how different people celebrate. | was deeply touched by the
respect all of our children showed at this time, with this being a core value in our school. 1 think |
am right in saying that no school does dress-up better than Mayflower!

Table Tennis

On Thursday of this week, some of our children from Year 6 engaged in a locally run Table
Tennis tournament, giving an excellent account of themselves and, for some, experiencing a
sport that is unfamiliar to them. One of the best things about Table Tennis is that it is very easy
to pick up, and children often find they can attain a level of fluency very quickly indeed. | know
this is something we can continue to build on and very much reflects our mission of bringing
children into contact with a wide variety of different opportunities. Well done to all of the children
involved, and | also thank the staff for attending on the day.

Parents’ Evening

A special note of thanks to all of the parents who attended for their child’s parents’ evening this
week. The first meeting of the year is always so important, and it was great to see so many of
you attending from Monday — Thursday. At this time, we can consider how well the children have
settled into their new classes, notable successes, and also priorities for the year ahead. Our
teachers really enjoy meeting you, and | hope you now feel well-informed about the remainder of
the year ahead. At Mayflower, we like to ensure 100% attendance, so if you have yet to have an
opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher, we will contact you when school returns to offer an
alternative appointment. Please be prepared to take this because children always do their best
when parents and teachers work in close partnership throughout the year. Finally, a special note
of thanks to all of the staff for the extra work they have put in, both in terms of the meetings, and
also the preparation that must be undertaken beforehand. Oh, and before | forget, thank you to
those parents that came to see me about the attendance reports. These made very positive
reading for almost all of our children, which is great news!!

Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Co-Chairs of Governors: Mrs. A. Meah and Mr. Z. Adam Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten- Mlller
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Parent Engagement in our Weekly Singing Lessons

At Mayflower, we are always eager to promote the learning opportunities that are being created
for the children at school. | know you also have a deep interest in what they are doing, as
evidenced by the very strong turnout at our weekly Parent Groups. There are now a couple of
additional sessions that you can attend, that showcases the work that is being carried out in the
music curriculum. The dates and times are as follows:

» Thursday 30" October 2025, 09.15-09.40, years 3, 4, 5, and 6
» Thursday 30" October 2025, 09.45-10.05, years 1 and 2

As with all aspects of our Creative Curriculum, we know that your engagement will really enhance
the learning that takes places, and if this can be built on at home, all the better. | am very much
looking forward to seeing you all there, and know our Lead Teacher will also share this positive
view.

Late Children

In broad terms, | am beginning to notice some improvement in the car situation at school, but as
early drop-offs resolve, late drop-offs have increased. On Tuesday, | stood out in the rain, and
counted 32-cars coming into school after 8.50 am. Incredibly, | saw some cars parked on Ethel
Road, waiting for me to remove the barriers and then they drove in. Please remember _that
every day your child is late, they will be missing out on important learning that takes place
in the classroom from 8.35 am. There really is no excuse for this kind of attitude, and | expect
children to be delivered between 8.35-8.45 in years 1-6, and 8.45-8.55 in Nursery and Reception.
If this does not improve, | will keep the cones up until 9.00 and then every child that is delivered
in this way will receive a late mark. Let’s try not to make this a constant issue in the newsletter,
and please remember that your child will only reach their full potential if they delivered to school
on time, and collected after 3.15 pm.

Attendance

After our excellent year of attendance thus far, | am sorry to report there has been a bit of a dip
this week. | do rather suspect that some of this might be holidays disguised as illness, and we
will be looking into this on our return. We are also aware that there are a number of illnesses
doing the rounds, and other schools have also experienced a similar pattern. Despite this, we do
have another 100% attendance to report, which is really worthy of celebration. Very well done to
the children in Chestnut Class.

Week Beginning Monday 13t October 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Upper Key Persistent Total
Stage 2 Stage 2 Absentees Attendance
Chestnut:100% | 2DJ: 91.8% 3KW: 98.3% 6PA: 98.5% 34 92.6%
Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Co-Chairs of Governors: Mrs. A. Meah and Mr. Z. Adam Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten- Mlller
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Wow Moments in School

Practical Maths: Y4

Forest School: Y5 Table Tennis: Y6 Table Tennls 'Y6 Table Tennis: Y6

Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Co-Chairs of Governors: Mrs. A. Meah and Mr. Z. Adam Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten- Mlller
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