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Curriculum Newsletter — 8t Edition

Good evening, and welcome to what will be the last newsletter of Termlet 1. Please remember
that school will close today for the half-term holidays, and | am sure you will agree that the
children need a very good rest after all their hard work. 1| think the staff do, as well, and | thank
them all for the amazing work they do to make the curriculum creative, engaging, and fun. | have
always been proud of our school, and never more so than when | consider how well the children
have done as a consequence of your support, and guidance from all our staff. These are exciting
times indeed.

Parents’ Evenings

Thank you for your excellent attendance at parents’ evenings this week. | have looked at the
figures and we have reached 100% in a number of classes and are very close to this in all others.
This is a great outcome, and very much exemplifies how home and school can join together to
support all children towards best outcomes. Please remember that if you have not been able to
see your child’s class teacher, it is never too late. If you contact the main office, they will be
delighted to liaise with the class teacher and find a time that works. Remember, when parents
and teachers work closely together, the person who benefits the most is the child. Let us all try to
reach 100% in all classes!!

Table Tennis

| have always believed that good primary education is about the breadth of opportunities that
children encounter. When young children get to try many aspects of sport, the arts, and wider
curriculum, they will eventually find those areas where they can excel. As they move into
secondary, these latent talents can be deepened still further, allowing children and young people
to pursue excellence. With this in mind, | have been delighted to see our children engaged in
Table Tennis, and the levels of enjoyment have been through the roof. In many ways, it is quite a
simple sport to begin with, and | also like the way that children rapidly make progress.
Competitions sharpen performance, and | was so pleased to see our children taking part on
Thursday of this week. My thanks to the PE Department, and | know that there are more plans
ahead to broaden our curriculum still further.

World War 2: An Evacuee’s Experience

On Thursday, the children in Year 5 managed to meet an evacuee from London at the time of the
Blitz. They listened beautifully, and asked some very searching questions indeed. Our
curriculum is always enhanced when children can gain first-hand experiences in this way. Ama,
the evacuee, spoke very movingly about life during these difficult times, but also helped Year 5 to
understand that for children at the time, they did not really know about the momentous world
events that were taking place around the world. | believe Ama will also be the guest of honour at
Year 5’s curriculum assembly in November. Further details to follow....
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Halal Options

As you will be aware, we are currently negotiating a new contract for catering provision at school.
City Catering have done a reasonably good job, but the time is right for change and we are
looking at a number of different options. Currently, we are proud to be a vegetarian school, and |
am happy to maintain this position as new contracts are negotiated. Equally, some parents have
raised the possibility of halal options on the menu, therefore | need to try and assess how
committed you are to this possibility. In the first instance, please can you contact me at school if
you feel this would be a good idea? If | get a few responses, we will set this up as a WeDuc
survey, so we can really see what you all think. At Mayflower, we are always committed to doing
our best for all of the children, and this includes their health and nutrition. Please remember | can
always be reached via the following email address: lwhitney@mayflower.leicester.sch.uk

Clubs

Special thanks to Mrs. Hussain for organising all of our clubs via WeDuc. | have to say that we
have been very pleased indeed with the uptake, and hope that your children will be looking
forward to this enhanced provision during termlet 2. | also want to thank staff for agreeing to lead
these clubs, and this is yet another part of the Old Mayflower that we are bringing back. | know
that you value this form of provision as well, and I'll also make sure that | publish some
photographs in future editions of the curriculum newsletter.

Schools Rebuilding Programme
Just a quick note to reassure you that the survey work | mentioned is continuing apace, and we
expect to be in receipt of clarity around whether or not our old building will be repaired or
replaced. The DfE has assured me that this decision will be made by Christmas. Fingers
crossed they make the right decision for our children, parents, governors, staff, and community.
And Finally...

As | mentioned at the beginning of the newsletter, school closes today for the half-term holidays.
We reopen again at the normal time on Monday 28" October 2024. On behalf of governors and
staff, and | wish you all a restful, creative, and enjoyable time.

Attendance

Due to an error with our systems, | am not able to publish attendance data this week. Please be
assured this celebratory service will resume when school starts again on 28.10. My apologies.

Week Beginning Tuesday 14" October 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
N/A N/A N/A N.A
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Wow Moments in School
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Mindfulness — EYFS Pumpkins -Y2

Mindfulness — EYFS
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Shadlng Y4 Shading — Y4

Shading — Y4

~ Blitz Art— Y5 Blitz Art — Y5

Classification — Y6 Clasification - Y6
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