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Curriculum Newsletter — 9th Edition

Welcome back after the half-term holidays. | hope you all managed to have a wonderful time,
and are now feeling energised by the many new opportunities ahead. The children have certainly
been eager to share their adventures with staff, which is always good to see. With this in mind, |
am happy to share what will be the 9™ edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter. | hope it
brings you both happiness and joy in equal measure.

Singing

On Thursday of this week, it was so gratifying to see parents joining us for our weekly singing
assemblies in Key Stages 1 and 2. Coming together in this way is always a very valuable thing,
and also shows that by working together, the children can engage with really diverse curriculum
content. In the future, there will be more opportunities to join the children in their learning,
allowing us to showcase to you the curriculum we have built and are intensely proud of. | shall
look forward to seeing you all there!

Suspected Holidays

Sadly, a number of letters have been sent out this week where we suspect a holiday has been
taken and the school has not been informed. If you are going away, please speak to us.
Children cannot be expected to keep these matters secret in school and try to think of the
damaging messages it promotes in respect of trust and honesty. At school, we know these are
difficult decisions, and are happy to advise and support in whatever way we can. Thank you for
considering these matters so carefully.

Creativity Councillors

All classes have been engaging this week in a range of creative activities that could lead to
children becoming Creativity Councillors. For those that may not be aware, our Creativity Council
has a special responsibility in school to bring as much creativity to learning as possible. This is
important because creativity allows children to have greater ownership over the learning process.
Teachers really value working in this way and next week, we will be able to announce who has
been chosen for these really important roles in school.

Bad Weather Ahead

As we begin to move into the winter months, it is inevitable that the weather conditions will
deteriorate. At Mayflower, we have long held the view that there is no such thing as the wrong
weather, just the wrong clothes. What this means is that if the children are properly kitted out,
they can thrive in whatever weather conditions are prevalent on the day. With this in mind,
please can you ensure they come into school each day with a named, water-proof coat, and
when it gets really cold, a hat, scarf and gloves that will help to keep them warm. Thank you, as
always, for the outstanding care you give to your precious children.
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Year 6 Residential

As many of you will be aware, it is the Year 6 residential next week, on Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday. | always attend with the children, so if you do not see me on the school gate, this is
where | will be. | know that Miss McKenley-Ballantyne and Mrs. Chandarana will do an
outstanding job during my absence, and please remember that my email remains open at all
times. We will also be publishing a daily newsletter, just so you can all keep up with the many
adventures and achievements of our Year 6 children. Plenty to look forward to here, | feel....

Laptop Cases

At school, we have 60 nearly-new laptop cases for any model up to 12.5 inches. They are now
surplus to requirements as all of the WinBooks have been added to the classroom stock of
computers. If you would like one for free, please see Mrs. Hussain in the office, and she will be
more than happy to help. Thank you.

Open Days at Mayflower

In the run-up to primary admissions in Reception Year for 2026-2027, we will be holding some
open days at school. When further details have been agreed, | will be happy to share them with
you, and it would also be great if you could publish these to friends and family. Given our
location, tucked away from the road, not everyone knows where we are and what we offer, so
spreading the good news is an important requirement. My thanks, in advance, for your help.

Halloween Dress-Up in Early Years

Many thanks to the children and staff for the work they have undertaken in respect of the annual
Halloween Dress Up in Early Years. Our youngest children always enjoy this, and their costumes
were wonderful. The staff also enjoyed sharing a range of themed activities within free-flow.
This is yet another example of how creativity brings about fun, excitement and achievement.

Attendance

A slight recovery in attendance this week, and | am grateful to you all for the way you have
responded to our increased focus in this area. | know that by working together, we can
considerably reduce the number of children who are classified as persistently absent at school
(aggregate of less than90%).

Week Beginning Monday 27" October 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Upper Key Persistent Total
Stage 2 Stage 2 Absentees Attendance
Orchard:100% | 1KM: 98.3% 3MY: 97.7% 5RK: 98.7% 41 Pupils 95.8%
Willow:100%
Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Wow Moments in School
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Music: Y6 Music: Y6 Classification: Y6 Classification: Y6 |
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