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Curriculum Newsletter – 10th Edition 
 

Welcome to the 10th edition of the weekly Curriculum Newsletter, and I hope that you are looking 
forward to finding out what the children have been getting up to.  Before I do this, I want to thank 
parents from across the school for all the positive feedback I have received regarding the 
Beaumanor Newsletters that have been published on a daily basis since we departed on 
Wednesday 5th November 2025.  For those that managed to download them, I hope each 
edition gave a real flavour of what the children had been doing and also the really positive impact 
of residential provision overall.  One of my favourite statistics in education is that children 
complete a term’s worth of classroom-based learning for every week they are on residential.  
Added to this are leadership skills, empathy, compromise, independence, negotiation, 
overcoming barriers, aiming high, and also a great appreciation of the natural world.  I hope that 
when your children move into Year 6, you will want to grasp this wonderful opportunity as well. 
 

Eco Schools 
 

I was really pleased to see our Young Consultants engaging with the Eco Schools Programme, 
and this was the focus for the day on Wednesday 5th November 2025.  Many of you will know 
about Eco Schools, and the capacity this programme has to shape our children’s pursuit of social 
justice in a green direction.  I have always found our children to be very attuned to these 
messages, especially in the local area in which we live.  I know that the Young Consultants will 
be bringing this learning back to the wider school, and the respective classes that each of the 
elected representatives have been drawn from.  My thanks to Miss McKenley-Ballantyne, Mrs. 
Ashcroft and Mrs. Abubakkar for attending on the day. 
 

Bonfire Night 
 

On Monday of this week, I was very happy to lead an assembly with the whole school that looked 
at the history of Bonfire Night.  As many of you will know, in 1605, Guy Fawkes tried to blow-up 
Parliament because he was unhappy at the amount of religious persecution that was prevalent in 
those days.  Now, we have many different ways in which our voice can be heard, and none of 
them involve acts such as these.  The sad thing is that religious intolerance is still prevalent in our 
society.   Pleasingly, as a social justice school, our children will be able to learn the many 
different ways in which they can make their voices heard, and I am always reassured to know 
that they will soon become the leaders of tomorrow. 
 

Open Days 
 

In the near future, we will be holding a couple of open days for children who are looking for a 
Nursery or Reception place in the academic year 2026-2027.  We are really excited about the 
provision we offer at Mayflower, and want to ensure that all parents with a child of this age will be 
able to come into school and find out more about what we can offer.  Please can you do your bit 
by sharing this information with the people you know, and I shall very much look forward to 
seeing you there. 
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Beaumanor 2025 

 
As I mentioned at the beginning of the newsletter, 43 children from Year 6 had signed up for the 
annual residential to Beaumanor, and as you are probably aware, I have only just got back.  I 
have to say that the time the children all had was amazing, and the learning is something that 
they can carry into their futures.  You all know that I will constantly talk about the benefits of 
residential education, but the primary benefit is that the children who attend can recognise that a 
high level of challenge is something that can be overcome, usually with resilience, confidence, 
and the support of those around us.  When they return to school, they then have many 
opportunities to apply this to the big challenges that are ahead, including SATs and the big move 
to secondary school.  For the parents in Year 6, we are looking at easy ways for you to download 
the vast collection of photographs that were taken.  Please leave this with me, and I should have 
more information towards the end of next week.  Finally, trips such as these cannot take place 
without the full support of staff so I would like to sound a special note of thanks to Miss Atkins, 
Mrs. Chauhan, Miss Patel, Mrs. Radia and Mrs. Willday for giving up their time outside of school 
hours, staying with the children, and making these kinds of experiences viable in school.   I also 
thank the staff that worked with the group of children who remained in school, and also their 
wonderful conduct throughout the week.  I hope the programme of activities in school was to your 
liking, especially the trip to the allotment! 
 

Late Arrivals 
 

Another quick reminder of the school start times for children in years 1-6, as follows: 
 

▪ Drop-off time is between 8.35 am – 8.45 am 
 
Sadly, far too many children are coming in later than this, which will affect their social integration 
and also prevent them from engaging with the Early Work that has been carefully prepared by the 
teacher.  Please remember that if you want your child to do as well as possible, they need 
to be in school between these times, and collected again at 3.15 pm. 
 

Attendance 
 

Thank you for your continued hard work in respect of attendance, and I am very happy to report 
that there has been a drop in the total number of children in school that have been classified as a 
Persistent Absenteee (sub-90%).  Aggregates for the week have recovered, but they remain 
below 95%, which gives me a small cause for concern.  Let’s continue working on this together, 
and I know we will be able to fully address this core development priority in school.  Thank you. 
 

Week Beginning Monday 3rd November 2025 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key 
Stage 2 

Upper Key 
Stage 2 

Persistent 
Absentees 

Total 
Attendance 

Chestnut:100% 1RS: 97.2% 4HK: 96.3% 6CW: 98.9% 36 children 94.3% 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
Friendships: F2 

 
Pumpkins: Y2 

 
Target games: Y2 

 
PE stretches: Y3 

 
PE stretches:  Y3 

 
Comparing rocks: Y3 

 
Observation: Y3 

 
Baking bread: Y5 

 
Beaumanor: Y6 

 
Beaumanor: Y6 

 
Beaumanor: Y6 

 
Beaumanor: Y6 
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