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Curriculum Newsletter — 10th Edition

Welcome to the 10" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, and | hope that this proves to be
of interest to you. For those who may be wondering where | have been for the majority of this
week, | can confirm that | was at Beaumanor with our truly amazing Year 6 children for the
annual residential. This involves 3-days and 2-nights of fun, adventure, challenge, joy, wonder,
and success. Each year, our Year 6 children seem to be able to achieve more and more. This
includes the activities, and also the independence it brings. Furthermore, they are facing very
real challenges in the real world. One of the most important lessons is that we all have the
capacity to achieve amazing things, especially when we are surrounded by our friends who give
us a firm expectation of success. Through encouragement, we gain confidence, and a confident
outlook is part of the way we successfully embrace challenge. Special thanks to Miss Atkins,
Mrs. Chauhan, and Mrs. Radia who came with me, and also Mrs. Khan, who looked after the
small number of children who were unable to attend. In the coming weeks, Year 6 will offer a
Beaumanor assembly to Year 5 and their own parents, and my hope is that this will inspire all of
the eligible children to come along next year.

A 4-Legged Visitor

This afternoon, the children were honoured to be visited by Mr. Khatri, one of our parents in
Reception. He also brought along his guide-dog, as he is registered blind. He was very happy to
share his story, and how he gets help from his guide-dog in so many different ways. The children
were absolutely captivated, and it again supported one of our core messages that we are all
different, but everyone is included, safe, and welcome at Mayflower Primary School. Mr. Khatri
allowed the children to ask questions, and also spoke very movingly about some of the
challenges that blind and partially sighted people face. As part of his mission, he asked them to
be the voice of change, especially when they encounter people who may not understand that a
guide-dog is a working dog. They are welcome anywhere, including retail outlets, schools,
government agencies, restaurants etc. Knowing our children as | do, | can see just how eager
they are to help. Special thanks to Mr. Khatri, and also the wonderful contingent of Year 4
children who stayed behind at the end to take their learning still further.

An International Cricketer!!

It is not often that an England international cricketer visits our school, but at the same assembly
detailed above, we also had the pleasure of a visit from a member of the England Cricket team
who will be flying out to Australia on 15" November for the Ashes series. Our children absolutely
love cricket, and this was such an honour for them! | know you are all wondering who this person
is, so let me tell you. Mr. Khatri plays for the England Blind Cricket Team, and their tour of
Australia begins next week. What an honour this is for our school. During the assembly, he had
brought some blackout goggles for me to wear. Mrs. Raja then bowled a ball at me, and all |
could do was use my sense of hearing to detect where the ball was, and what direction it was
travelling in. Please do follow this series, and I'll send you the online link once it begins.
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Year 5 Curriculum Assembly

This morning, | was very happy to welcome all of the parents from Year 5 as their children
presented a curriculum assembly on the Second World War. They did this in a very polished and
focused manner, with strong tie-backs to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,
and also an understanding that we learn lessons from the past to create a brighter and better
future. Links were established with our community through the work of Noor Inayat Khan, a
Muslim secret agent who worked on behalf of the Special Operation Executive (SOE). All of the
children were able to explain how Noor had inspired them, and made them proud to be who they
are, their faith, and where they are from. My thanks to all of the staff involved, including Mr.
Hussain, Mrs. Dhami, Mrs. Kasmany, Mrs. Sidat, and Mrs. Miya. For parents of children in other
year groups, please be assured they will also be offering curriculum assemblies and we will
ensure that these dates are notified as soon as possible.

Ladies’ Night Out

Special thanks to the Friends of Mayflower for once again organising a Ladies’ Night Out in
support of the school. This was held on Friday evening, and was very well attended. There was
excellent food, entertainment, games, prizes, music, dancing, and a wonderful sense of fun and
togetherness. There are few things that make me happier than when our community supports
each other in this way, and knowing that much-needed funds for the school are being raised is an
added and very welcome benefit, as well. If any of you are interested in joining the Friends of
Mayflower, please see myself, Mrs. Debar, Mrs. Hussain, or Mrs. Letten-Miller. My thanks once
again.

Schools’ Rebuilding Programme

Many of you will have seen contractors, architects, surveyors, structural engineers, and building
contractors at our old site on Evington Drive. This again confirms that the survey work is being
undertaken apace. No specific date has been given for an actual decision, but | am expecting to
know by the end of December at the latest. Whether or not this is a rebuild or a repair of the
existing building, I know that we will all come together and work in support of these
improvements, all of which will ensure that our school remains sustainable for many, many years
to come. Watch this space, as they say!!

Attendance

Our attendance data is picking up again after a couple of lower weeks, and | am grateful to you
all for this. Let’s see if this positive picture can be maintained until the end of term....

Week Beginning Monday 4" November 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 95/8% 2AP 98.0% 3HP: 96.8% 6RK: 100%
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Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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