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Curriculum Newsletter – 11th Edition 

 
It only seems like a few minutes ago when last I wrote the school newsletter and it is amazing to 
think that here we are again on a Friday evening, looking back over another successful and 
enjoyable week of learning at Mayflower.  The weather remains kind to us, but I did hear that 
temperatures were going to dip next week.  So far, we have been very lucky indeed, but all good 
things come to an end, I guess…. 
 

Anti-Bullying Workshops 
 

This week, it has been our pleasure to visit the Madani Federation (Girls’ School) for a series of 
anti-bullying workshops that have been devised and led by the students themselves.  Some really 
important messages were covered, and I know how much our Young Consultants, Creativity 
Councillors, and Restorative Champions enjoyed working alongside their neighbours and peers.  
Next week, the same students will be visiting Mayflower to lead an assembly, and it makes me 
very happy indeed to see our links deepening still further with progressive and caring schools in 
the secondary sector. 
 

Wheelchair Basketball 
 

Last week I brought to your attention that an opportunity had been created for our children to 
participate in a wheelchair basketball festival.  This wonderful sport is open to all, and is a great 
leveller in terms of participation and excellence.  Inclusion and equality of opportunity are of 
primacy, and seeing able-bodied and physically-challenged children competing in this way leads 
to social, emotional, and physical learning of the highest order.  I have taken care to ensure that 
a photograph has been published on the final page of this week’s newsletter, and I hope you 
welcome this development in our creative curriculum offer.  
 

The Daily Mile 
 

I am sure you will be pleased to hear that the Daily Mile is now beginning to embed at Mayflower 
in all our year groups.  I think it is fair to say that the children love this additional opportunity to be 
physical and also benefit from being outside.  Teachers have also been educating them about the 
very real benefits of an active lifestyle, and how the simple act of daily walking can help them with 
their classroom learning, as well.  Although we are not quite ready to progress to 5-days per 
week, soon we will be, and I know this will be a huge development in the way that our curriculum 
has been enhanced. 
 

Cars on the Driveway 
 

Although there have been improvements, I remain concerned about the number of cars 
accessing our site, especially when I am not supervising the gate.  The Police and Traffic 
Enforcement Team have all been in touch, which will help.  Let’s work together on this, please. 
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BBC Children in Need 

 
Thank you for supporting our low-key BBC Children in Need day.  We raised just under £100, 
and all of this will be donated on your behalf.  I have to say that all of the costumes were 
fantastic, and a winner was identified from each class.  They received a certificate during our 
afternoon assembly, and I have ensured that a photograph has been taken, and will be published 
on the final page of this newsletter.  As a school that supports the Social Justice agenda, we also 
looked at other responses to children being in need, including letters to our local MP.  This will be 
something that we will look at again next week, and it would be super if Shockat Adam MP could 
come and join us in school to talk about how we can raise awareness of this critically important 
matter. 
 

Year 4 Swimming 
 

It has been some time since last I mentioned how well Year 4 were doing with their swimming.  
Standards have been shooting up across all 6-groups, and some of the children are now in the 
deep end (2.5 metre depth).  Seeing their joy, wonder, and excitement has been an absolute 
pleasure, and I hope to be able to continue attending, at least up until Christmas.  I am very 
proud that we are one of the very few schools in the City of Leicester that offers such an intensive 
programme at this age, and also know that this will have a huge and positive impact on all of the 
children in terms of their health, safety, and emotional wellbeing. 
 

Health and Safety Audit – Monday 18th November 2024 
 

Just a short note to confirm that our school will be engaging with a full Health and Safety audit on 
Monday of next week.  This means you probably won’t see me on the school gate for the whole 
day.  All schools in Leicester are audited on an annual basis, but those that can demonstrate 
excellent performance, are revisited every 2-years.  Luckily, we are one of those schools, and in 
our last audit in 2022, we maintained a 100% score, which is outstanding.  Needless to say, it will 
be a gruelling day, but there is nothing more important than the safety of our children. 
 

And Finally…. 
 

Given recent events, school will be deleting its Twitter account.  This will happen once we have 
found a suitable replacement service.  Please watch this space for further announcements. 
 

Attendance 
 
Some excellent attendance this week, and my thanks for all your support. 
 

Week Beginning Monday 11th November 2024 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Chestnut: 96.1% 2CJ: 97.2% 4MY: 98.0% 5AH: 99.7% 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
Super Reading – F2 

 
Food Technology – Y2 

 
Pond Dipping – Y2 

 
Wheelchair Basketball 

 
Cave Art – Y3 

 
Home Learning – Y3 

 
Tricky Maths – Y4 

 
Anti-Bullying Session 

 
Children in Need Winning Costumes - all 

 
Deep Learning – Y6 

 
Super writing – Y6 
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