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Curriculum Newsletter — 13th Edition

This will be the last newsletter for the month of November, and it seems difficult to believe that
we are about to enter the festive month. Despite this, there is still much ahead for the children to
look forward to, which is all part of the joy of working at Mayflower Primary School. So, without
further ado, let’s look back on a great week, and ahead to what's next....

The Three Billy Goats Gruff!!

A very special mention to the children in years 2 and 3, for their wonderful presentation to parents
about the learning that has been happening in class. On this occasion, they focused on the
familiar story of the Three Billy Goats. They sang, they danced, they acted, and wove a
wonderful tale of good winning out over a very selfish troll. 1 am so happy we are able to offer
presentations such as these in school, and our attention must now shift to Reception and Year 1,
who will be next to perform. Being able to stand up in front of children and parents alike brings
confidence. When the children feel confident, more learning takes place because they believe
they can achieve more. The troll in the story was quite terrifying, and my thanks to everyone
involved, including Mrs. Issa and Mrs. Musa who painted all of the back-drops for us.

Another Audit: Safeguarding and Child Protection

November seems to be the month of audits, and although all schools go through them, ours
seem to all come at once. This is largely due to the RAAC-crisis, and the fact it was difficult for
us to engage with important activities such as these at the time. Anyhow, as with the Health and
Safety audit, we had another very positive outcome, with the school being praised for all the work
that is undertaken to actively keep children safe. Given the fact this is the most important thing
we do in school, | am very pleased with this super-positive outcome, and will continue to work
with all of the Designated Safeguarding Leads as we do all we can to keep our amazing children
safe and healthy.

Healthy Snacks

Of late, | have noticed that quite a large number of children are bringing unhealthy snacks into
school. Please remember that we actively teach them about the importance of healthy eating, so
snacks of this kind do undermine the message. Fruit is always best, and if crisps are a
requirement, try to limit them to Fridays. In this way, they will become a treat, and also fulfil a
message that we often promote at school of moderation in all things.

Schools’ Rebuilding Programme
No substantive news for me to report this week, but the asbestos surveys will be taking place at

the old building from 02.12.24, and this will be a very important consideration, if they decide to
demolish the building. Fingers crossed they find only what we know is already there.
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The Sponsored Welly Walk: Nursery

My thanks to everyone involved in the annual welly-walk to Evington Park. The weather was very
kind to us on the day, and we managed to take some amazing photographs of the park, and the
old house that used to be the base for our Nursery and Reception children. It was like revisiting
old times, but | am very glad that we are not there anymore. The new building is a purpose-built
space for learning, but being away from the park helps us to appreciate it even more. In due
course, | shall let you know how much was raised on the day.

The Festive Season

With the beginning of December, we like to ensure that school is decorated in preparation for
Christmas. Over the coming few days, you will see a few changes in the public areas and also
the classrooms. We know how much the children have enjoyed this, and are planning on tree-
decorating at the Methodist Church, as well. My thanks to Rev. Ivan Bennett for inviting our
children to be a part of this annual community event.

Assessment Week; Week Beginning 02.12.24

Towards the end of each term, we gather together assessment data for all of the children in
school. Part of this relates to a number of different assessment activities that we will also be
undertaking. These help us to be secure in the judgements we make, and also provide a basis
for the targets we set at the beginning of the spring term. This year, and for the first time, we will
also be assessing in what are known as the Foundation Subijects, like history, geography, design
technology, art and design, PE, RE, music, and PSHE/C. All of these assessments will be on the
basis of work they have already completed in class. It's going to be a busy week, but one that
will set us up for the spring term ahead.

Year 5 Visit to Beaumanor: 13.12.24
Year 5 are already excited about their planned visit to Beaumanor Hall on Friday 13" December
2024, for what will be a World War Il Evacuation Experience. By attending, they will begin to
experience what life might have been like for an evacuee at the time, including air-raids,
rationing, and the role of women in the war-effort. Exciting times, indeed....

Attendance

Some pleasing attendance this week, apart from Early Years, and my thanks for all the efforts
you go to ensuring your children are in school every day of the week. Let’s keep it up!!

Week Beginning Tuesday 25" November 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Chestnut: 89.0% 1KM: 97.5% 4MY: 99.0% 6PA: 98.5%
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