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Curriculum Newsletter — 14th Edition

Welcome to the 14™" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter. | am again amazed at how
quickly these Friday evenings come around, and it goes without saying that we are also a week
closer to the end of term. | know that the children have been working incredibly hard and it is
always my pleasure to share their many achievements with you at the end of the week.

School Trips

| just wanted to post a short note about paying for school trips. At Mayflower, you know all staff
work very hard to ensure that the children gain opportunities for the curriculum to be enriched
through trips and visits. This is important, because it helps them to remember key aspects of
learning and also creates wonderful memories for them to look back on. With regards to
payments, we only ever invite a voluntary contribution from parents, but remain aware that if
enough contributions do not come in, we might have to cancel the trip. When calculating the total
cost, we add together the cost of admission, any additional activities that have been booked, and
the cost of transport. We then divide this by the number of children attending, and subtract a
subsidy from the main school budget. Our Friends of Mayflower also provide a subsidy, bringing
the cost to parents down. When we have made this as low as possible, we then invite this from
you all as a voluntary contribution. | now wish to state the school never profits from any trips
that are offered, and indeed, we put our own funding into them so they can go ahead for all our
pupils. | hope this addresses these matters, and that parents will continue to provide their
support as we continue to enrich our curriculum. Thank you.

Medical Appointments

On another matter, of late, some of our parents have been unsure about questions that are being
asked by members of the office team about medical appointments during the school day. Just to
confirm, we will always ask for an appointment letter, text message, or email that confirms the
appointment date and time. Normally, we would like to see any appointment being taken outside
of school hours and surgeries are often sympathetic to these requests. Please remember that
these questions relate to safeguarding, and are therefore important considerations at all times.
To lessen the amount of time children miss from school, we will ensure they are delivered to the
office on your arrival. We cannot bring them at the time you say you will arrive, because this
does not take account of any delays you may experience. These decisions are taken to ensure
that your children can benefit from the maximum amount of lesson time, and is why they are
asked. As we continue to move forward, | know you will all want to work in partnership with us as
we ensure the decisions we take are in the best interests of the children.

Year 3 Sports Festival
Special thanks to Miss Yusuf and Mrs. Adam for taking a large group of children from Year 3 to

the annual sports festival today. This is another benefit of our involvement with Inspire+, which
helps to ensure our children consistently gain breadth and depth in their PE provision.
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Nursery and Reception Open Day

On Thursday, it was my pleasure, in partnership with Mrs. Bilkhu, to host an open day for parents
and children who are considering a place in Nursery or Reception for the academic year 2026-
2027. It was lovely to see everyone, talk about our wonderful school, and also the path ahead for
the children concerned. Please note that we will be offering a further open day, on Monday 8"
December 2025, from 4.00 — 5.00. Please spread the word, and Mrs. Bilkhu and | shall look
forward to seeing you there.

Attendance Guidance

Thank you for all the hard work you have undertaken in respect of attendance at school. | am
pleased to see we are making progress, and am looking forward to celebrating further gains in
the weeks and months to come. To help with this, next week we will publish guidance on when
the school days starts, the time at which the gates close, register closures, and what will happen
if your child is late. Please hang on to this, and | know that reminders in these areas will help all
of our parents to be supportive of the best rates of academic and social progress possible.

Cars on the School Site

| am sorry to say that the number of cars entering the school site remains a real concern to me,
and | feel | have tried as hard as possible to appeal to you in terms of the impact this has on the
children’s education. We still have far too many children coming into school late and being
collected early for no reason whatsoever. My strong feeling is that we return to the Blue Badge
system that was in place before this problem escalated, with a firm expectation that every other
child who is able to do so walks into school between the following times:

= 8.35-8.45 am: All children in years 1-6
= 8.45-8.55 am: All children in Nursery (Orchard) and Reception (Chestnut and Willow)

With regards to early collection, the same criteria will be applied, namely blue badge holders, and
children will be made available for collection between 3.00 pm and 3.10 pm. As the Head
Teacher of the school, | strongly advocate for children being in school, and through our kindness,
the matter has escalated to the point where many, many children are being delivered late or
collected early. | cannot just standby and let this happen. Please look out for further details next
week, when | will write again, to confirm the new arrangements for the spring term. Thank you.

Attendance

Week Beginning Monday 15t December 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Upper Key Persistent Total
Stage 2 Stage 2 Absentees Attendance
Willow: 93.1% | 2DY: 95.4% 4HK: 97.3% 6PA: 100% 45 94.4%
Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Wow Moments in School
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History: Y6 History: Y6 | D&T: Y6 D&T: Y6
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