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Curriculum Newsletter — 14th Edition

Here we are at the end of another busy week at Mayflower, and | continue to be very impressed
with the way the children are engaging with their lessons in class. | am also sensing a Christmas
theme beginning to make itself evident across the school, both in terms of the way the building
looks and also curriculum content. | know this is a tiring time for one and all, but also recognise
just how much fun everyone is having at the same time. Long may this continue....

Westminster Trip

Today, our Young Consultants have been to Westminster, visiting the Houses of Parliament, and
finding out how our democracy works. This is such a wonderful opportunity for them to learn
more about local and national representation. Throughout the day, | have been hearing updates
and know this will be a visit that lives long in their minds. It was an early start for all 13-of our
Young Consultants, but they arrived in good time, and were very excited at the time of departure.
In the spring term, we are hoping to build on this by inviting our local MP, Shockat Adam, into
school to talk to the children about the work of Parliament, and how we can all influence change.
Special thanks to Mrs. Chandarana and Miss Patel for accompanying the children on such a
special day.

The Nativity

Every now and then this week, | have found a good excuse to go over to the hall to see the
children from Reception and Year 1 working on their interpretation of the Nativity. There are few
things more endearing than seeing very young children working in this way, complete with
singing, acting, and dance. | know they are looking forward to their presentations to children and
parents alike, and to help prepare them, Chestnut and Willow joined my Friday assembly this
afternoon. | have to say they all sat and listened beautifully, and | could not be more proud of
everything they have achieved.

Leicester Comedy Festival

Just a quick note to confirm that next week, Rob Gee will be in school preparing the children for
Loving Laughing, which is a core part of the annual Leicester Comedy Festival. Our focus group
will again be Year 6, giving the children an opportunity to write and perform original sketches of
their own, that they will take forward to a whole-school assembly. The younger children will then
judge which are the funniest, and these will go forward to the semi-finals, and hopefully finals,
which are always performed at the Y Theatre in Leicester. Not to put too much pressure on the
children, but Mayflower has won this competition 5-times in the last 7-years. Needless to say, my
hopes and expectations are very high indeed!! Finally, | do think it is important to recognise the
many, many skills that Year 6 will need to display to be successful in this competition. Writing, is
hard, performing even harder, so they absolutely deserve our respect and good wishes as they
embark on the competition for 2025!
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Social Media Update

Thank you for the number of good wishes that relate to our decision to cancel the Twitter Feed.
Having looked into this, | can see that many other organisations have come off the platform, and
this gives me great hope about the future. In a public forum, people need to be held to account
for the views they express and us coming away from Twitter is our way of showing support to
those in the global community that need us at this time. Anyhow, | was considering Blue-Sky but
have since discovered that WeDuc has a facility that is very similar to the Twitter and Blue-Sky
platforms. Work is now underway to make these changes at school, including the front-end of
our website. When | have more to report, | will be sure to do so.

Moving Together

To further develop our work in PE, | was delighted to welcome the Moving Together Project to
school on Wednesday of this week. In the first instance, they focused on the children in Year 3,
but the primary objective is to put together a dance troupe, who will be taught to perform at a very
high standard indeed, culminating in a performance at De Montfort University. Auditions will be
taking place this week and next, and | expect demand to be very high indeed. My thanks to Mrs.
Jethwa, Mrs. Bham, and Miss Bahadur for working so hard in this area of our work. Exciting
times indeed. On the day, Year 3 mastered 2-dances, and also learnt a little more about dance
theory and all of the associated movements. At 2.15 pm, they performed to the children and staff
in years 4, 5, and 6. A super, creative day, and very well done to the children involved.

Reception Year 2025-2026

As amazing as it may sound, our attention must now turn to the Reception classes for next year.
The Local Authority has an agreed deadline of 15.01.25 for applications to be submitted online. If
they are not in by this date, it could result in your child not getting a place at Mayflower. To be
eligible, your child needs to have been born between 01.09.20 and 31.08.21. If your child
already attends the Orchard, they will still need to apply for a place. Mrs. Bilkhu will talk to you
about this further. Also, if you know of any local children who have not applied for their place,
please let them know. Places at Mayflower are often hard to come by and | would not want any
of you to miss out! For Nursery admission, please contact us directly at school, and we will be
able to talk you through the process. Thank you for considering Mayflower for your child.

Attendance

It has been another strong week of attendance despite some of the challenging weather we have
experienced. Thank you for getting them into school every day, it makes such a difference!!

Week Beginning Monday 2" December 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 94.3% 2AP: 95.4% 4MY: 97.2% 6RK: 97.6%
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Wow Moments in School

Legal Competence — Y6 ~ Parliament Visit ~ Parliament Visit Parliament Visit
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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