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It does seem hard to believe that the end of term is only a week away. | rather sense everyone
is looking forward to a reset, and time to spend with friends and family. Despite this, we still have
a week to go, and | know that they children will be looking forward to all of the end of term events
that have been planned for them.

Reception Nativity

This week, the children in Reception have delighted their parents, children and staff with their
wonderful Nativity, Away in a Manger. Quite how they managed to fit so much in is anyone’s
guess, but it truly was a magical moment, and | am so glad that we all got to see it! Poor old
Maurice the Horse was very tired at the end with all of the unwanted visitors, but when the baby
arrived, it was a very different story indeed! Very well done to all of the children and also to the
staff for helping them to shine like the stars they are!

Reception Visit to the Curve

It has certainly been a busy week for the children in Reception. On Friday of this week, they also
enjoyed a fabulous visit to the Curve Theatre. | think this is a very suitable reward for everything
they have achieved this term, and | could not be more proud of them. Visiting the theatre is
always a magical experience, and for some of out children, it will be the first they have ever been
there!

Attendance Matters

As we continue to work hard on good attendance habits in school, | have taken the liberty of
publishing a summary document to all of our parents, reminding you of when the children need to
be in school each day, the cut-off time for late arrival, the possible legal consequence of absence
and lateness, how to report an absence, and school policy. Although we are doing well in this
area of our work, we still have too many children under the 90% minimum attendance rate. | am
always reminded of the consequence of absence on children’s learning, and | know that you all
share my view that we want the children to do as well as possible while they are in school.
Please look out for this advice under a separate email.

Christmas Jumpers!

A very quick note of thanks to all of the children who came into school yesterday in festive wear.
They had a huge amount of fun, and it was really nice seeing this event coincide with the
Reception Nativity. At the end of the assembly, all of the staff were on their feet dancing along to
a popular Christmas song, and the festive costumes added an additional note of fun and colour to
the proceedings. As always, | thank you for the entering into the spirit of this fun event, and | am
sure there will be some exciting pictures for me to share. | also remain amazed at the number of
different ways in which the festive season can be marked in this way.
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Cars on the School Site

Thank you for taking in good grace the comments | made in last week’s newsletter regarding the
number of cars that are entering the school site. This needs to stop for all of the reasons | have
listed before. Please now note that after the Christmas holidays, we will be returning to the
system we used before, namely Blue Badge holders only. There will be an element of due-
diligence that goes into this and the likelihood is that once your entitlement has been established,
we will issue you with a pass that will grant you access before 8.30 am and after 3.00 pm. It
goes without saying but | am sorry it has had to end in this way, but | would not be doing my job if
| allowed children to miss out on the education that is their entittement. Next week, | will
message again with details of how Blue Badges will be validated and school passes issued. For
all other parents, please be assured that the cones will remain in place, making the school site a
safe place for children to walk through.

Next Week

It is already shaping up to be a busy week in school, from Monday onwards. | know that the
office has taken great care to inform you all of the events that are taking place, including our final
assembly of the calendar year on Friday afternoon. We also have musical interludes, parties, the
Christmas Fair and a very special visitor. If you are unsure about the plans ahead, please check
your WeDuc messages, and everything will become clear.

Open Days

Many thanks for all the publicity you generated for our open days last week and this. We had a
number of new families joining us and, given the numbers attending, the after-school sessions
seem to be better-suited to our parents’ needs. It was lovely showing children and families all of
the amazing facilities we have at school and also outlining the application process for places in
Nursery and Reception Year. If you missed out, please keep in mind that we are still offering
school visits, so if your child is eligible, contact us at school, and we will be delighted to make an
appointment for you.

Attendance

Our push for better rates of attendance has again been hampered by many ilinesses that seem to
be doing the rounds at the moment. | know that it is hard, but please try to make sure your child
attends as often as possible. We all know that every lesson counts, and can make the difference
between progress and very good progress. My thanks, once again, for your help and support.

Week Beginning Monday 27t October 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Upper Key Persistent Total
Stage 2 Stage 2 Absentees Attendance
Willow: 97.2% | 2AJ: 97.2% 3MY: 98.1% 5RK: 98.1% 40 92.8%
Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Wow Moments in School

Fingerprinting: Y6 Sewing: Y6 Sewing: Y6 Sewing: Y6
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