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Curriculum Newsletter — 15t Edition

Welcome to what will be the penultimate curriculum newsletter of the current term, and what a
busy week it has been in school! Today, for example, we had three-year groups out at once, one
at Beaumanor (Year 5), one at the Curve (Reception), and the other at Braunstone Leisure
Centre (Year 4). | really enjoy weeks like these where our children are engaged in real learning
experiences outside of the classroom context. Research very much confirms that activities such
as these are the ones children remember the most, and because of this, it is where the best
learning takes place. Exciting times indeed....

Year 3: An Iron Age Experience

On Wednesday of this week, the children and teachers from Year 3 enjoyed a real experience of
what life was like during the Iron Age. Within this context, they found out how people lived at this
time, explored an authentic roundhouse, and fought a battle between warriors. It was lovely
seeing them all come back at the end of the day with their faces painted, smiles aplenty, and a
real sense of fun and achievement. My thanks to the staff for organising this exciting visit, and
also to Beaumanor Hall for facilitating.

Year 5: The Life of an Evacuee

Today, the children from Year 5 spent the day as an actual evacuee at Beaumanor Hall, and
great thanks to them all for the wonderful costumes they were donning on the day. As part of this
experience, they got to take part in an actual air raid, spend tokens in the rationing shop, and
also assist with code-breaking. These very real, multi-sensory learning opportunities will really
help them to consolidate all of the lessons they have enjoyed in class, and much of this was
evident when they shared this with you during their curriculum assembly in November.

Reception: The Curve

Excitement levels were through the roof this morning as Reception prepared for their visit to the
Curve Theatre to see a strange tale about Pirates. Luckily, this trip was very heavily subsidised
by our friends at the Curve, who also curated the Windrush celebration, that our choir recently
participated in. | am really pleased to see so many creative links being forged between our
school and local venues. Long may this continue!!

Year 6: The Leicester Comedy Festival

The corridors at Mayflower were ringing with laughter on Monday as Rob Gee attended to
support the children write and perform original sketches for the Leicester Comedy Festival. This
is always a time of year that the children look forward to, and Rob again commented on how
confident and creative they were. Early next term, Year 6 will perform to the younger children
and staff, and the funniest skits will be selected to take part in the finals. Good luck, Year 6!!
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Orchestral Performance

On Monday of this week, a quartet of musicians (2 brass and 2 strings), performed for the
children from Key Stage 1 and 2. There was also an opportunity for them to learn a little bit more
about the instruments, as well as how music is composed, and conducted. Their repertoire was
wide, including classical, and some slightly more modern renditions of familiar film scores. The
children particularly enjoyed the carols at the end, which rounded off a super morning of learning
and fun.

Staffing

As many of you will know, Mrs. Plumb will be leaving us at the end of this term, having worked at
Mayflower for just over 7-years. | know you will all wish to join with me in thanking her for the
wonderful teaching she has brought to the children in Early Years and Key Stage 1. | have very
much enjoyed working with her throughout her time with us and wish her happiness and success
as this next chapter in her life unfolds. Thank you, Mrs. Plumb — you have been, are, and will
continue to be a shining star in our school!

Holiday Dates

In answer to the small number of questions we have received about the Christmas holidays this
year, please feel free to check the diary section of WeDuc for confirmation. For those that have
not yet been able to do so, we close on Friday 20" December 2024, at the normal time, and
reopen to children on Tuesday 7™ January 2025 at 8.35 am. Staff will return on Monday 6"
January 2025, which is a designated INSET day. Our focus will remain the curriculum, and how
we can make this fully meet the needs of all our amazing children.

Congratulations!!

A sincere note of congratulations from my myself to Miss McKenley-Ballantyne who this week
found out she has been successful in gaining the National Professional Qualification for Headship
(NPQH). This is richly deserved, and | know that in the years to come, she will make an
outstanding Head Teacher. How lucky are we to have such great people working for us!!

Attendance
There has been a dip in attendance this week, which is a cause for concern. | cannot stress how

important being in school every day is for children to reach their full potential. On Friday of next
week, | will be presenting a termly attendance trophy for the best class in each phase....

Week Beginning Monday 9" December 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
The Orchard: 95.6% 2AP: 96.3% 4MY: 94.7% 5AH: 97.5%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School
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‘ Roundouse -Y3

Rationing in WW2 — Y5 ' Sewing — Y6 Sewing — Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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