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Curriculum Newsletter – 16th Edition 
 

Welcome to what will be the final curriculum newsletter of 2025!  What a busy, busy year we 
have had, but also a successful one.  The highlight is seeing the way the children have settled 
into their new space, and knowing that we have the school’s rebuilding programme ahead is also 
pleasing.  As always, I remain very grateful indeed for all your help and support and sincerely 
hope that you and your amazing children have a super rest over the holiday period.  Please 
remember that we open again at the normal time on Tuesday 6th January 2026.  I shall very 
much look forward to seeing you then. 
 

Blue Badges 
 

Thank you to all those parents who have registered for our Blue Badge scheme.  We will be 
working through these applications over the holidays, and will notify you on Monday 5th January 
2026 if your application has been successful.  For those that meet the criteria, we will issue you 
with a printed permit and this must be displayed either on the windscreen of your car or the 
dashboard.  Please can all parents remember that there will be no admittance to the school 
grounds in a car without the aforementioned permits.  This new system will be carefully 
policed by myself and other members of staff, and I am pleased we have now created the right 
conditions for all our children to attend school on time each day. 
 

Leicestershire Music Services Band 
 

On Monday of this week, it was our pleasure to welcome a band from Leicestershire Music 
Services who performed to all of the children in 2-groups (older and younger).  We had guitar, 
drums, bass and vocals.  Through very skilful and engaging playing, the band also taught the 
children a little bit more about their instruments, and how they can be combined to make modern 
and traditional music.  Live music experiences are always better than listening on YouTube or a 
streaming music service, and I know that the children really appreciated this festive offering.  
Special thanks to the band on the day, and we always look forward to working with Leicestershire 
Music Services as we continue to develop our provision in this important area of the creative 
curriculum. 
 

A Festive Assembly  
 

As it is the final day of the autumn term, it was my pleasure to offer a whole-school assembly, 
and for the first time, the children from Orchard joined us, as well.  I tried to bring together some 
of the key threads that we have been learning about this year, through story.  At the end of the 
assembly, I was very gratified to the staff who joined me as we sang a song to the children.  This 
is now quite an established tradition at Mayflower, and seeing their teachers perform in this way 
was a real joy for the children.  Special thanks are again due to Mr. Hussain for being our 
Partridge in the Pear Tree, and I know this is a very coveted role at school.  More seriously, this 
is always a fun way to end our year and also creates some special memories for the children as 
well.   
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Welly-Walk in Nursery 

 
Special thanks to everyone involved in the annual Welly-Walk to Evington Park.  Due to the 
efforts of all the children, parents and staff, we have managed to raise an incredible £555.00!  
This will be put to very good use indeed, as we continue to grow provision for our youngest 
children.  Pleasingly, the weather was kind on the day, and it is also excellent to see such high 
levels of involvement with this tradition at Mayflower Primary School. 
 

Christmas Parties 
 

Thank you for all your support as the children enjoyed the range of Christmas parties that were 
offered across the school this year.  The children all looked amazing, and judging by the 
feedback I received, I think they all enjoyed themselves.  It is often the little things they remember 
the most and although parties are much harder at our new site due to space restrictions, I am 
sure everyone had a good time! 
 

Leicester Islamic Academy 
 

Now that the most difficult part of the RAAC-crisis is behind us, we are eager to re-join 
partnerships that were in place before all of these challenges came our way.  Next term, we will 
be welcoming one of the Islamic Studies teachers from Leicester Islamic Academy, who will 
begin a placement in Year 1.  Previously, we had very close relationships with many schools in 
Leicester, and knowing that these are still open to us is very gratifying indeed. 
 

The Blossom Room 
 

Today, I had a lot of fun singing with the children in Blossom Room.  Part of our mission is to give 
the children as many sensory experiences as we can and they really enjoyed singing and moving 
along to familiar songs together.  Out of the corner of my eye, I also noticed that the staff were 
joining in as well, which was great to see.  Maximum credit to everyone involved with Blossom 
provision in school, and I am so pleased to have this in our school. 
 

Attendance 
 

Thank you for all your positive feedback in respect of the note that was issued regarding school 
times, when registers close, how to report absences, and late marks.  Please remember that we 
will be following this guidance to the letter after the holidays in a concerted effort to ensure all of 
our children are in school for as many days as possible. 
 

Week Beginning Monday 27th October 2025 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key 
Stage 2 

Upper Key 
Stage 2 

Persistent 
Absentees 

Total 
Attendance 

Chestnut:88.2% 2AJ: 98.6% 4HK: 95.0% 5AH: 96.5% 43 children 90.7% 
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Special and Important News 

 
As many of you know, Mayflower prides itself on retaining staff for many, many years, and this 
very much pays testimony to the family feel that we like to create.  Children thrive in a loving 
family, and we want our school to reflect these core principles.  I am sure you can all recall 
members of staff who have spent their entire careers at Mayflower, and it always makes me 
happy to work alongside such passionate, committed, and dedicated staff.  It often makes us 
smile because some of the children we used to teach in the past are now parents who also 
choose to bring their children to us!  This really is the generational wheel turning, and is to be 
welcomed. 
 
Anyhow, the reason I am writing about this is that our longest-serving member of staff, Mrs. 
Patel, will be retiring at the beginning of the spring term.  Amazingly, she has been with us for 33-
years as an employee, but before this she was a volunteer for 2-years.  This gives an 
accumulated service of 35-years, which is a truly impressive achievement.  Her retirement is 
richly deserved, and I am sure you will all want to join with me in wishing her well as she 
embraces this next exciting chapter in her journey.  I am aware that many, many of you will know 
Mrs. Patel, and indeed, I am sure that just as many have worked with her in the classroom when 
you were children yourselves. 
 
Now, we are looking at the many different ways in this amazing level of service can be 
remembered.  We all offer our thanks to Mrs. Patel, and many of these celebrations will be taking 
place when the children return after the Christmas holidays.  With this in mind, I am also asking 
for your help.  If any of you have specific memories that you would like to share, please feel free 
to send them to me anytime.  I can always be reached via the following school email address: 
 

▪ lwhitney@mayflower.leicester.sch.uk 
 
I know that the majority of you will remember Mrs. Patel for the work she has carried out with the 
younger children, but given her versatility, she has actually worked across the whole school.  
Many of you will choose to focus on her kindness, creativity, artistic talent, skills as a teacher, 
and her gardening skills.  Many of you who live in Evington will have seen her in the Evington 
Echo, often for her amazing garden and the way she shares this across her community.  
Evington is now well-known for the displays of flowers in public areas.  Mrs. Patel has made such 
a strong contribution to the community initiative, and the reason the streets and public areas all 
look so great is because of what she has contributed. 
 
So, Mrs. Patel that moment we knew was coming has finally arrived, and your Mayflower Family 
will have an opportunity to thank you for everything you have brought to our school.  We are 
going to look and feel very different after your retirement, but I hope you will know the impact you 
have had on generations of children at school.  I know that they will have benefited so much from 
what you have brought them, and they will miss you just as much as we will.  Your retirement is 
richly deserved, and we also know that you will continue being a Friend of Mayflower.  Greta job, 
Daxa, and my personal; thanks for being the person and practitioner you are.  We will miss you. 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
Santa visit: EYFS 

 
Class party: Y2 

 
Poetry:  Y2 

 
D&T: Y3 

 
D&T: Y3 

 
D&T: Y3 

 
D&T: Y3 

 
Fieldwork: Y5 

 
D&T: Y6 

 
Music: Y6 

 
Science: Y6 

 
Science:  Y6 
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