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Curriculum Newsletter — 16th Edition

Welcome to the final newsletter of the autumn term 2024, and what a busy time we have had.
Before | celebrate their many, many successes, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you
all for your support at what remains a difficult time in school. Children always thrive when
parents work in close partnership with the school. Ay Mayflower, we spend a lot of time trying to
deepen these relationships because we know just how much the children will benefit. As we all
know, they are credit to you, themselves, and the school. On this basis, | am really looking
forward to the spring term ahead.

It’s a Baby!

Very warm thanks to the children and staff in Reception and Year 1 who have been working so
hard these past few weeks as they prepared a wonderful nativity for us all to enjoy. | never
cease to be impressed with the way our children respond to the challenges we set them. On this
occasion, they sang, they danced, they acted, and told an enchanting tale of the very first
Christmas. Seeing this confidence and pride on display made me feel very happy indeed, and |
know just what a positive impact this performance will have on them and their future learning.
Additional thanks to all of the parents who attended on Wednesday and Thursday. This was very
definitely a magical moment in school that sets us up for the holiday ahead.

Young Consultants Pattern Day

Very well done to the Young Consultants who organised their Pattern Day in support of further
playground equipment. Together, we raised £196.00, which | will double, to make £392.00 in
total. This is a splendid effort and | have to say | was very impressed with the different costumes
that came into school. | love to see the way the children apply their creativity on days like this,
and it was also good to see staff take part, as well. What an industrious group they are, and |
know they are proud of the positive change they have made for the school.

Our Final Assembly

It was my pleasure to host the final assembly of 2024 with the children this afternoon, and
Reception also joined us, which was wonderful to see. We looked back on the year so far,
celebrated our many successes, re-lived some of the highlights, and marvelled at just how much
had been achieved since August. We then said goodbye to Mrs. Plumb, who has been with us
since August 2017. She gave a little speech, and we could all pay tribute to her, the qualities she
has brought to our school, and also wish her well for what will be a rather different future. To
round this assembly off, Mr. Hussain morphed into a partridge, and he brought with him the staff
choir who gave a hearty rendition of the 12-Days of Christmas. It was so nice to see the
children’s reactions, and very warm thanks to the all of the staff who joined me at the front of the
hall. | then concluded by wishing the children well over the coming couple of weeks, and thanked
them for everything they have brought to Mayflower this year.
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Christmas Parties

It has been lovely this week seeing all of the children enjoying their Christmas parties, and | also
wanted to extend a note of thanks to you all for contributing the food. This went down very well
indeed, as did the party games, and really relaxed atmosphere across all year groups. Our new
building is slightly harder to accommodate parties in due to the lack of hall space, but we found a
way and | know that the children all had a great time.

Santa Visit

While many schools employ stand-in Santas at this time of year, | am pleased to note that at
Mayflower, we have the real thing. He was very happy to share presents, and also pose for
photographs with the children and classes. | am deeply indebted to him for taking time out of his
busy schedule to fit us in, and he again commented on how well-behaved and respectful the
children were. As with the Nativity, this is another one of those magical moments that we have in
school, and will certainly be a memory that lives long in the mind. My thanks to the Friends of
Mayflower for organising.

Year 5 Sleepover

The partridge and | were very happy to introduce to Year 5 the sleepover that will be taking place
in school on Friday 7" February 2025. This will support their Science lessons, as the whole
event will have a space-theme. In class, they will be learning about the Earth in Space, and the
activities we have planned will allow them to enrich their understanding, and also teach them how
to stargaze. They will be invited into school from 5.30 pm onwards, with collection between 9.00
and 9.15 am on Saturday morning. To say they were excited would be an understatement and |
am really eager to ensure that all of the children are able to attend. Early in January, we will offer
a full parents’ meeting so we can share further details.

And Finally...
School will reopen on Tuesday 7™ January 2025. On behalf of the children, governors, and
staff, | would like to take this opportunity to wish you a restful holiday, and a peaceful prosperous
2025 ahead. | wonder what the future will bring....

Attendance

Attendance has not been strong at school this week, which is a cause for concern. Let’s agree to
try even harder during the spring, and ensure all classes are above 96%!!

Week Beginning Monday 16" December 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Orchard: 86.4% 2AP: 95.7% 4HP: 93.9% 5AH: 99.1%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School
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