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Curriculum Newsletter — 17th Edition

First and foremost, a very warm welcome back after the recent holidays. | hope that you and
your children managed to have a good rest and are looking forward to the calendar year ahead.
Despite the very cold weather, they have returned full of enthusiasm, and | know that this term is
going to be our most successful yet. With this in mind, | have great pleasure in offering to you
the 17" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter. Enjoy....

Mrs. Patel’s Retirement

As you will all be aware, today was Mrs. Patel’s last day at Mayflower Primary School as she is
retiring after 35-years’ service. On Monday, the staff were able to celebrate her with a fuddle,
and on Friday afternoon, the whole school community came together to say a very sincere thank
you. There were poems, readings, a card, flowers, gifts, tears, and more. Daxa, you will be
deeply missed at school, | would like to personally thank you for the amazing work you have
undertaken with generations of Mayflower children, many of whom are now our parents. 35-
years’ service is an outstanding contribution, and | know you will all wish to join with me in
offering your thanks to her on this momentous occasion.

Snow Procedures

As the weather begins to close in, | just wanted to remind you of the school’s snow procedures,
as follows:

1. | will arrive at school before 6.00 am

2. In partnership with the Premises Officer, | will decide whether or not school will be open or
closed

3. If school is to close, | will send a WeDuc message to all parents by 6.30 am

4. A message will also be posted on the Leicester City Council website and an
announcement made on BBC Radio Leicester

5. If school is to remain open, no message will be sent, and we will expect to see your child
at the normal time

Please can you keep these procedures to-hand because the weather can never be accurately
predicted, and knowing how these matters are managed is always an advantage. Thank you.

Attendance on Friday 9" January 2025

While | remain aware that a number of schools closed locally, | was very proud that Mayflower
stayed open today. This message was communicated back to parents using the procedures
above, and many of you also contacted me by email. Despite this, 117 children were absent on
the day, and | was somewhat surprised by this. As you will be aware, we are having a real push
on attendance and please be assured | would not have opened if | felt it was unsafe. For those
children that were in school, we had a super, safe, enjoyable, but somewhat different day....

Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Co-Chairs of Governors: Mrs. A. Meah and Mr. Z. Adam Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten- Mlller
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Staff Training Day: Monday 5" January 2026

Staff training days are often seen as an extension of the holidays but, you will not be surprised to
hear, all of our staff were in school working on a number of different matters. From a school’s
perspective, it is good to be able to have this time to really focus on what we are doing, and the
primary theme on Monday was for staff to develop a planned response to feedback they have
received from subject leaders across the school. This is a core part of curriculum
implementation, and will help to ensure that the wonderful creative curriculum we have created
can positively impact on all of our children. We also spent some time looking back on the RAAC
crisis, and also ahead to come of the new challenges ahead. All in all, this was an enjoyable and
productive day and my thanks to all of the staff for the work they undertook.

Blue Badges

Thank you to those parents who have applied for a Parking Permit. Just a quick reminder that no
car will be allowed onto the school premises without one, effective from Monday 12" January
2026. Please can you ensure they are displayed prominently, either on your dashboard or the
inside windscreen. This will help duty staff to easily identify you and not have to check your
number plate against the database that has been created. On an overall basis, | have been
pleased with the new system, and have also noted that many fewer children are being delivered
to school late in the morning. As | have said on many previous occasions, this will have a
significant impact on the progress they make, both academically and socially.

Year 5 Sleepover

For parents in Year 5, you will soon receive a letter from staff outlining the arrangements in place
for the Year 5 sleepover. This is always a keynote of the year, and the children are already
looking forward to it very much indeed. We will also be offering a parents’ meeting, which will
take place at 3.30 pm on Monday 19" January 2026. We expect all of the children to attend the
sleepover, so please can you make sure you attend this meeting. We will provide further details
of the activity programme and there will also be an opportunity for you to ask any questions you
may have. | shall look forward to seeing you there.

Attendance
Sadly, our rates of attendance this week have not been as good as | would like, largely because

of the events on Friday. You will all remain aware that we are having a very strong push on
attendance at the moment, and your help in these matters is deeply appreciated. Thank you.

Week Beginning Monday 5" January 2026

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Upper Key Persistent Total
Stage 2 Stage 2 Absentees Attendance
Chestnut:90.9% | 2AJ:94.8% 3KW: 93.5% | 6PA: 96.3% 44 89.9%
Head Teacher: Mr. L. Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Co-Chairs of Governors: Mrs. A. Meah and Mr. Z. Adam Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten- Mlller
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Wow Moments in School

| Happy Retlrement Mrs. Patel!!
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Forest School: Y5

Art apprecition: Y6 Themes: Y6 \ Inference: Y6
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