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Curriculum Newsletter — 17th Edition

Welcome back after the Christmas vacation, and | would like to take this opportunity to wish you
all a Happy New Year!! It seems difficult to believe that 2025 is now upon us, but time has a
habit of ploughing ever onwards, | guess. | have noticed that the weather has dipped, somewhat,
and my hope is that we do not get any snow. In the event that this does happen, WeDuc will be
our primary notification system if school has to close. We also pass this back to local radio
stations, and my email remains open throughout a crisis event. Let us hope that we don’t get any
at all this year!!

Year 5 Sleepover — Friday 7" February

Excitement levels in Year 5 are through the roof at the moment as we gradually begin to talk to
the children about the Space Camp Sleepover that will be happening on Friday 7" February —
Saturday 8" February. As with all extended activities, we will be offering a parents’ meeting at
3.30 pm on Tuesday 14th January. Everyone is welcome, and we will go through the
programme for the evening, equipment requirements, and hopefully answer any questions you
may have. | am so excited to see residential provision beginning to embed at school once again,
and | shall look forward to seeing you there.

Communication in School

During the staff training day on Monday of this week, we spent quite a lot of time looking at the
school calendar and agreeing key school dates for assemblies, sports days, and other events
that we know you like to be part of. These will now be published via WeDuc and also added to
the online school diary. As we know that making arrangements at work can be difficult, the dates
have been fixed, which means there will be no changes. | hope you welcome this improved
communication and that you will now be able to join us for these important milestone events in
your child’s educational journey.

The Twitter Feed

As noted last term, school wishes to move away from Twitter as we do not agree with the use of
the platform and also the direction of ownership and management at the company. The
protection of free speech and democracy has never been more critical, and in our small way, we
hope that this gesture will have a positive impact on the society in which we live. Having looked
at a range of options for a replacement, including BlueSky, | have decided to use WeDuc for live
tweeting in school. Pleasingly, almost all of our parents are already signed up, and we will also
add the front end to our newsfeed so you can keep up with events at school via the main website.
In the weeks to come, you can expect a minimum of one tweet per class, and this will be another
way in which our children can share their amazing learning. We will also be contacting those
parents who have yet to engage with WeDuc, in the hope that 100% of you can be signed up and
benefit from this very efficient form of communication. Thank you.
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Year 4 Trip to Cadbury World — Friday 14" February

As with Year 5, the children in Year 4 are also getting excited about their trip for the spring term.
To support their learning in Geography, they will be visiting Cadbury World. This will be a very
valuable opportunity to learn a little bit more about the process of chocolate making, and also
some of the global implications of deforestation and threats that exist to the production of cocoa.
| dare say there will be some chocolate eating as well, but the primary purpose is to help our
children to become good global citizens of the future, with an awareness of the
interconnectedness of industry, commerce, and the moral choices we all have to make. Look out
for further details soon.

Gritting

As we have yet to experience a winter at our new site, we do not really know the best way of
maintaining footpaths and playgrounds when the icy weather arrives. Given the length of the
service road, it will be impossible to grit all of this, but we will ensure the main path is cleared and
gritted, as well as the turning circle at top of the road, and also both playgrounds. These services
may change as the winter progresses, and we will continue to do all we can to keep children and
parents safe. It goes without saying that driving up the main service road is still unacceptable
unless you possess a Blue Badge, and if children are a little later into school when this happens,
we will fully understand. As always, | know we will work as a supportive community to overcome
whatever difficulties we may encounter.

Reception Places for September 2025

As noted in previous edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, online admissions for places in
Reception Year need to be submitted by Wednesday 15" January 2025. For parents in the
Orchard, gaining a place at Mayflower is not automatic, and you will thus need to apply. Mrs.
Bilkhu and her team will be available to provide further guidance and support, as required.
Equally, for those parents who have children born between 15t September 2000 and 315t August
2021, you can also apply for a place, even if your child is currently placed in a different Nursery
provision or none. Our staff are very happy to provide support with computer access, and if you
need any further guidance, just let me know. Places at Mayflower are always highly sought after
so let’s make sure we hit the deadline and ensure your child gains their place in Reception Year.

Attendance

The weather has clearly had an impact on our normally very good rates of attendance this week,
and also a number of late returners from holidays. | know we will do better next week!!

Week Beginning Tuesday 7" January 2024

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
The Orchard: 90.7% 2AP: 95.0% 3HP: 95.6% 6PA: 97.5%
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Wow Moments in School

B Shienals fike @ Uephants, Glmle mmn&:s Ostriches,
Kudus, Antelope, Deer, Uw.\-mdm.ﬂy-m We went on a jeep for
our Safar M-\Qﬂ:hwulnnmnin‘ . We had fantastic
Opportunit «muhupdouvhﬂnamdwm&h
10 feed soMmie of the less dangerows animals.

Winter Fun!! | Learning about Refugees — Y6 | Family Story — Y6
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