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Curriculum Newsletter — 18t Edition

Welcome to the 18" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, and | sincerely hope that you are
all safe and well. It seems to have been a very busy week in school, but the children have been
eager, they are all working hard, and making fantastic progress in their lessons. | have a very
optimistic feeling for the rest of the year ahead, especially now that the cold weather has
departed once again!

Calculation Policy

Over the years, there have been many changes to the ways staff teach calculations at school.
As parents ourselves, we were probably taught to add, take away, multiply, and divide using
methods our children might not understand. To help with this, our Mathematics Leaders, Mrs.
Chandarana and Mrs. Smart, have developed a policy that explains the way calculations are
taught from Nursery all the way through until the end of Year 6. Our hope is that this will guide
you to support of your child at home because you will know how each calculation is taught in the
classroom. To help further, we will be publishing the calculation policy, and also making this a
feature of parent groups during the week beginning Monday 27" January, Monday 3
February, and Monday 10" February. On these days, you will see teaching in action, and a
range of different activities that will help your child to become very quick and adept at
calculations. Finally, we will be publishing a copy of the policy on the website. My thanks, once
again, to all of the staff for the hard work involved in developing this new and very exciting school

policy!
Parents’ Evening

With half-term approaching, | wanted to remind you that parents’ evening will take place for all
classes during the week beginning Monday 10" February. The window will soon open for you
to book appointments to see your child’s class teacher, and | know they will be eager to share
with you all their successes, and also development priorities for the term ahead. For the children
in 5SD, parents’ evening will take place during the week beginning Monday 3" February, as
Mrs. Dhami will not be available during the week when all other parents’ evenings will be taking
place. All of this will be clear in the letters we publish, and also the booking window. | shall look
forward to seeing you all there!

Year 5 Residential

It was wonderful seeing so many of our Year 5 parents coming into school on Tuesday of this
week to learn more about the Year 5 residential, which will be taking place on Friday 7"
February. It is our firm intent for all of the children to attend, and if excitement levels are
anything to go by, | can easily see that the children are really looking forward to this. My thanks
to the staff involved, and | shall look forward to sharing photographs and narrative on the night in
question. Please keep an eye on our social media channels, accordingly!
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llInesses in School

In common with many schools at this time of year, we have noticed a considerable uptick in the
number of children being poorly. While this is not uncommon, we must also remain mindful of
some of the things we can do to help. These include hand-washing, sanitising of surfaces, and
deep cleaning in school. Please be assured we are working very hard to keep rates of absence
to manageable numbers, and if you need any help, support, or guidance, particularly if your child
has been away from school for some time, don’t hesitate to contact us. Thank you.

Our Curriculum

At Mayflower, we have always been proud of the curriculum we teach, and contribution this
makes to our children becoming Global Citizens of the Future. Over the years, we have refined
and developed schemes of work that have real meaning, that the children enjoy, and allow them
to know more, do more, and remember more. Any curriculum is usually viewed through the lens
of the different subjects that are taught, like History, Geography, Art, and PE. With our
curriculum, we wish to go further, and this is where the concept of Golden Threads comes in.
These are linking themes to which all subjects will make a direct contribution. They also
articulate what is unique about our school, and the overall purpose of the curriculum that has
been developed. Our Golden Threads are as follows:

1. The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
2. Social Justice
3. Outdoor Learning

For all of this term, these 3-areas will become the focus of the assemblies that | offer on a
Monday and a Friday in school. My intention will be to bring together all of the work carried out
by the staff, and remind the children of what lessons will prepare them for as they continue to
move through the school. For the most part, this will be done through the stories that | tell, and
also teachers and subject leaders will be able to follow this work up in class, giving the children a
deeper understanding of what we are trying to achieve at school.

Attendance

I mentioned earlier in the newsletter that in-line with many schools locally and nationally, there
has been much iliness-related absence. This will impact on our aggregate outcomes across the
school, and | know more work will be required to recover attendance to the pre-pandemic levels.
Over the coming weeks, our Attendance Officer will be reaching out to families where attendance
remains an issue, and hopefully this supportive measure will lead to a rapid improvement.

Week Beginning Monday 13" January 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Orchard: 91.0% 1RS: 95.3% 4HP: 98.1% 6PA: 99.0%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Wow Moments in School
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