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Curriculum Newsletter – 19th Edition 

 
Welcome to the 19th edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter and what a busy time it has 
been!  As you would expect, the children have been working very hard indeed, and they always 
make me feel so proud.  I have to say we are a little bit concerned about Storm Eowyn blowing in 
over the weekend.  Events such as these seem to be increasing in frequency.  I am sure we will 
all stay safe, and marvel at the sheer power of nature. 
 

Calculation Policy 
 

Just a quick reminder that the focus for Parent Groups over the next 3-weeks will be our new 
Calculation Policy.  I know you will find this useful as you seek to support your child’s learning at 
home.  It will carefully and progressively model how we teach the 4-calculations of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division.  Please feel free to come along, and be amazed at how 
much teaching has changed since you went to school.  At the end of the 3-weeks, I will post the 
policy online and copies will also be available from school.  Traditionally, our children do very well 
in their mathematics lessons and our hope is that this policy will help them to do even better – if 
that is even possible! 
 

Young Consultants 
 

This year, we have decided to build on the recent visit to the Palace of Westminster by helping 
our Young Consultants to develop leadership skills within a democratic context.  As you will 
know, every elected body has a leader, and deputy, and with this in mind, we have developed the 
roles of Chair and Vice Chair of the Young Consultants.  They will meet with me on a regular 
basis, and I was delighted to host the first meeting yesterday morning.  Today, we conducted a 
tour of the school looking for evidence of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals in 
all of the classrooms and shared areas.  This will help them to gain a familiarity with the whole 
building, which will be critical when they show visitors around.  Warm congratulations to our 
Chair, Ayaan Bhimani (4MY), and Vice Chair, Layla Chowdhury (2CJ) for being elected to these 
critical and influential positions in school. 
 

Attendance 
 

Special thanks to all our parents who are now working closely with me on attendance related 
matters.  Letters are currently being sent out by school to the parents of all children with an 
aggregate attendance rate of between 90.0% and 94.99%, as well as those that have dipped 
below 90.00%.  Addressing this now will have such a positive impact on the progress children 
make at school, and also embed good habits for the future.  The letter was very supportive, 
based on the assumption that if parents know their child’s attendance is an early cause for 
concern, positive actions can be taken to address the matter.  Practical resources have been 
signposted, and I know that these will be useful as we continue to recover attendance rates 
overall, consequent to COVID-19 and the RAAC-crisis at Mayflower.  Thank you. 
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Assemblies 

 
I am considering adding a new section to the weekly newsletter, now that children in Reception 
Year are joining us for some of our whole-school assemblies.  This will focus on what I am 
teaching through these sessions, and how they relate back to international events, national 
events, celebrations, or the Golden Threads that I detailed in last week’s curriculum newsletter.  
As always, feedback is very welcome indeed, and I hope that this gives you just a little more 
detail around how we build the character and attitudes of our children.  Last week, I focused on 
Equality, and this week, I have moved on to Unity.  The United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals call for unity of action to make our planet a safe and sustainable place, 
where we all support each other to reach our full potential.  My first story was about a flock of 
doves that were trapped by a hunter.  By working together, the doves managed to escape.  My 
second story was about 3-brothers who were asked to collect a stick by their father.  On their 
return, he bound the sticks together, and asked the boys to try and break them.  They could not.  
He then untied the sticks, and again asked the boys to break them.  This was easy.  By coming 
together, we have strength, and Unity allows us to achieve more together. 
 

Cat Corner 
 

Another feature in assembly is where we celebrate the children’s cats.  My thanks to the many 
parents who have sent pictures in and I like to include a few in my Friday assemblies.  This 
feature promotes love and care, and also the joy that looking after a vulnerable creature can 
bring.  If you wish to be included, please send your pictures to me, with your child’s name, class, 
and the also the name of the cat.  I will be happy to include in the coming weeks, and I know how 
much the children enjoy this weekly feature.  All cats to the following email address, please: 
 

▪ lwhitney@mayflower.leicester.sch.uk 
 

Website Refresh 
 

If you get a spare moment, please take a look at some of the changes we have made to the 
Learning Section of our website.  We are linking all learning together under shared sections, 
which will help you to celebrate what the children are achieving in school, and also the topics 
they will be encountering next in the different curriculum subjects.  Below is the link for Early 
Years, which is almost complete, and years 1-6 will be ready very soon: 
 

▪ https://www.mayflower.leicester.sch.uk/eyfs.html  
 

Attendance 
 

Week Beginning Monday 20th January 2025 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Orchard: 94.6% 2AP: 94.0% 4MY: 96.7% 6PA: 99.0% 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
Exploring Ice – F2 

 
Large Scale Art – Y1 

 
Practical Maths – Y2 

 
Singing – Y2 

 
Soil Analysis – Y3 

 
Soil Analysis – Y3 

 
Super Writers – Y4 

 
Super Writers – Y4 

 
Tree Poetry – Y5 

 
Note Taking – Y5 

 
Gymnastics – Y5 

 
Evolution – Y6 
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