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Curriculum Newsletter — 20th Edition

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 20" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter.
It goes without saying that our children have been working very hard indeed, and | always look
forward to being able to share this with you. Looking back, | am amazed that we are already at
the end of January, and soon spring will be upon us. If this means an end to the cold, damp
weather, then bring it on! More seriously, | know the winter months can be harder for us all, but
given the attitudes and dispositions of the children, you’d never be able to guess! So, with this in
mind, let's see what been going on at Mayflower Primary School this week....

Fun Valley Visit

This week, a small group of our children attended at Fun Valley for an enjoyable morning of
adventurous activity. Having this facility close by is tremendously helpful, and | was indebted to
our parents for their support. Hearing the children talk about this so vividly on their return shows
the impact that activities such as these have on our children, and this is why we do them. Look
out for further local visits in the weeks and months to come.

Nursery: Letters

Our children in Nursery have also been out and about in the local community, sending letters
back to themselves at school. The walk to the post box is a little harder where we are now, but
having high expectations of the children is never a bad thing, and they all managed to succeed.
Now we have the excitement of waiting for the Post Office to deliver them back to school. |
wonder which will be the first to arrive! My thanks to all the staff who supervised on the day, and
I know that the children will become more aware of what services are available in the local
community as a result.

Recorders in Year 2

To enrich our music curriculum, we have started a unit of work on learning to play the recorder in
Year 2. All of the children will have an opportunity to engage, and this will be linked back to the
compositional aspects of the curriculum, as well as musical notation, and how recorders can be
used to make a range of different sounds. Given the age of the children, we wanted to ignite
their interest in this subject from a very early age, and the recorder is a super way of doing this!
We also have a full set at the old school, so exciting times indeed!

Parents’ Evening

Just a quick reminder that parents’ evening will be taking place during the week beginning
Monday 10" February, and Monday 3" February for the children in Year 5. Appointments can
be made online, and we shall look forward to seeing you all there. | would again like to see 100%
attendance across all classes. Thank you.

Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Attendance Letters

Warm thanks to the many parents that have been to see me about the attendance letters that
have been published by the school over the last week. You have all understood how good
attendance is a shared responsibility, and also the positive impact of good attendance on
educational attainment, enabling them to reach the challenge targets that have been set at the
beginning of the year. Let’s continue to work on this, despite the terrible weather. Remember,
that if you are unsure about whether or not your child is well enough to come into school, bring
them in anyway. If we call you later in the day, this will confirm they are not well enough. What
usually happens, though, is that they rally, engage with their friends and lessons in class, and get
through the day. Please remember that all members of staff are able to provide good advice on
how children can be helped to attend school for the maximum amount of time possible. | am very
much looking forward to seeing an uptick in the weekly numbers (see below).

Schools’ Rebuilding Programme

Still no definite outcome to all of the survey work that has taken place at the old school building,
but | know the DfE are in the process of drafting some written communication that | will be able to
share with all of our parents. The primary message is that they are totally committed to ensuring
a 2-form entry school is available on the Evington Drive site, and that this will have a life-span in
the region of 50+ years. This is great to hear, and | know that the amenity of the building on the
old site, will be just what our community needs to ensure that Mayflower remains a viable
educational choice for the many parents that choose us for their children in Nursery and
Reception. As soon as | have access to this written correspondence, | will share it with you all.
Watch this space, as they say!!

The Leicester Comedy Festival

Best of luck to the 6-groups from Year 6 who will be performing at the Finals of the Leicester
Comedy Festival on Wednesday 5" February. They will again be at the Y Theatre, and we
hope to be able to take our title back as being the nation’s funniest school. In the last 7-years,
we have won this accolade 5-times! Maximum respect to the children who wrote and performed
all of the sketches that we will be carrying forward. It's about time we had a new trophy, the first
that will have been won at the new school!!

Attendance

A slight improvement in attendance this week, and | am sensing that our spring term attendance
letters are being to have an impact. Let’s keep it up, please.

Week Beginning Monday 27" January 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Orchard: 91.7% 1RS: 95.4% 4MY: 97.3% 6PA: 96.0%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Wow Moments in School

Equivalency — Y3 The Dojo Cup — Y3 Ralnforests Y4

News Reports — Y5 Forest School — Y5 Forest School — Y5 Citizenship — Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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