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Curriculum Newsletter — 215t Edition

Welcome to what will be the penultimate newsletter of the current half-term, and | hope it
provides you with much fun, entertainment, and wonder. As always, the children have been
working very hard indeed, and this always makes me feel happy. We have also detected the first
green-shoots of spring, and the sunshine midweek was very welcome indeed. So far, winter has
been bearable, but | would never want to speak too soon!

Parents’ Evening — Week Beginning Monday 7t February 2025

Many thanks to those parents who have reserved meetings online with class teachers. It goes
without saying that we would like you all to book an appointment. Teachers are always eager to
share children’s successes, and also identify development priorities for the remainder of the
spring term ahead. If you are having difficulty gaining access to the portal or would prefer to
book in-person, please call us at school, or pop into reception. | only feel happy once all parents
have been into school to celebrate success. Thank you.

Loving Laughing

On Wednesday of this week, children from Year 6 attended at the Y Theatre for the final of the
Leicester Comedy Festival’'s Loving Laughing. Pleasingly, our children made it through to the
final, and gave a truly excellent account of themselves. Although we did not reclaim our crown
on this occasion, it was a close-call, and literally any of the schools in attendance could have won
the day. It is sometimes easy to forget just how hard they have worked on their sketches, and
performing them in from of other schools and staff takes real courage. Warm congratulations to
all involved, and | hope that Year 5 are now looking forward to their turn next year! Special
thanks, as well to Rob Gee, from the Leicester Comedy Festival, and also staff from Year 6 who
took them along on the day of the final, and found time for them to practice in school.

Year 5 Sleepover

Amagzingly, today is the day of the Year 5 sleepover, and | have been so impressed with the level
of excitement that has surrounded this very special event. Many parents have shared tales of
how their children are literally counting down the days, and this is always great to hear. Looking
forward to things is part of promoting good mental health and wellbeing, and they also allow us to
get through the harder times. Mr. Hussain and his team have been working hard to ensure that
all of the activities are ready, and special thanks to Tesco for providing food, fruit and groceries.
Knowing that local companies are eager to support our curriculum is very gratifying indeed. This
evening, parents will bring their children to school between 5.30 pm and 6.00 pm. One or two
will be coming later than this due to commitments in the wider community. After orientation, the
activities will begin, followed by an evening meal, and then the bedding down routine. This will
be accompanied by a film, and our firm hope is that despite the excitement, the children will begin
to fall asleep. Look out for WeDuc updates on the night, and thank you for supporting this event.

Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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Children’s Mental Health Week

Special thanks to Mrs. Sidat, and the wider staff team for the exciting week of activities that have
been planned to support the mental health and wellbeing of our children. The global focus for
2025 has been self-awareness and expressing emotions. Workshops, class-based provision,
games, and structured activities have all been developed to support our children in these critically
important areas. | am also grateful to the real Pikachu for putting in an appearance on Monday.
This was a very special surprise indeed, bringing joy, and also a sense of expectation about the
exciting activities ahead. Finally, | love to see the way parents have supported this event, as
well, and | know that children will have brought home this learning to you all. Well done to all!!

A Visit from the Department for Education

On Wednesday of this week, | was delighted to welcome senior staff from the Department of
Education (DfE). They wanted to look closely at our new building, and consider whether or not it
is still fit-for-purpose during our occupation. | was very pleased with the report they gave, most
notably the wonderful condition that the space is still in. This very much pays testimony to our
children, and the care they have shown for their new school. In many ways, this has been a
model project for the DfE and | remain amazed at what they have been able to build in such a
short amount of time. Now that these matters have been properly addressed, our attention can
return to the old site on Evington Drive. Watch this space....

Attendance Letters

Many thanks to the many parents who have spoken to me about attendance, consequent to our
Early Concern letters being sent out. | fully recognise that you take good attendance seriously,
and are eager to work with us as we begin to push those numbers back up again. 95% is the
minimum expectation for all our children, and | am so pleased to see attendance recovering at
Mayflower after the pandemic and also the RAAC-crisis. We have more work to do, but will
embrace this as the cohesive community we are.

Termlet 3
A quick reminder that next week will be our last before the half-term holidays. School will close at
the normal time on Friday 14" February 2025, reopening again on Monday 24" February
2025. | am sure this will be a wonderful opportunity for high-quality time with friends and family.
Let us hope that the weather continues to be kind. Thank you for reading our newsletter.

Attendance

Week Beginning Monday 3@ February 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 96.6% 1RS: 96.3% 3HK: 97.9% 5AH:97.8%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Wow Moments in School

Instructions — Y1 Recorders — Y2

Workshop — 4
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Workshop — Y Fore choo— Y o BBC Interview (Comedy Festival) :Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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