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Curriculum Newsletter — 22" Edition

Welcome to the final curriculum newsletter before the half-term holidays! 1 still can’t believe we
have reached this stage of the year, but the children have been working hard, and deserve all
their success. As always, they have been very busy indeed, as have the staff with parents’
evening. I'll be writing a little more about this later in the newsletter.

Year 2 — The Great Fire of London

On Tuesday of this week, it was a pleasure to walk back to the old school building with the
children from Year 2 for our re-enactment of the Great Fire of London. | have to say that the
houses they had made at home were amazing creations and it seemed such a shame for them to
end in this way. Equally, the people who were alive at the time would have felt exactly the same,
and this is what helps to promote empathy in the children. For those parents that might not be
aware, to help deepen the children’s understanding of the history curriculum, we recreate the fire
of London by making our own version of Pudding Lane. The houses are then set alight, giving
the children a good opportunity to understand how this tumultuous event might have been
experienced at the time. Please check out the very dramatic picture that has been added to the
final page of this week’s newsletter!

Parents’ Evening

Thank you to the many, many parents who attended our teacher consultation meetings this week.
| hope you found them useful, and that you gained an opportunity to understand how well your
child/children are doing, and what they need to focus on next. At Mayflower, we always like to
ensure a 100% turnout, so if you were unable to attend, staff from the office will call early next
half-term to make an alternative appointment for you. Please try to maintain these appointments
because when parents and teachers work closely in partnership, the people that gain the most
are the children themselves. Thank you, and also to all of the staff who worked so hard and
professionally to ensure this critical information is shared with you all.

Year 4 Visit — Cadbury World

There has been much excitement in Year 4 this week as the children look forward to what will be
their first proper visit outside of school since the pandemic. To deepen their understanding of the
science and geography curricula, they went to Cadbury World to learn more about the rainforests
and also the process that is involved in making delicious chocolate. There was much for them to
see and do, including some of the workshop activities that are led by the education staff from the
factory. They also commented on how knowledgeable our children were about the rainforests,
and the means by which cocoa is grown and exported around the world. Visits always help the
children to remember their learning, and it is so good to see this work returning to our school. As
with the Great Fire of London, please check-out the photographs | have added to the final page
of the newsletter. Special thanks, also, to the staff involved on the day.
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The Year 5 Sleepover: Space Camp

This time last week, the staff and children from Year 5 were beginning to get ready for the
sleepover. Now this event has taken place, | can share some information about how successful it
was. Many of the children arrived at 5.30, and this enabled us to give them a quick orientation,
and then get busy designing their own t-shirts. Once they had all arrived, some of the other
activities could be undertaken, including the spectacular rocket launch in the rain. Props to Mr.
Hussain for providing the energy, and once the air pressure had built sufficiently, the rocket
climbed up into the night sky, scaling a height of approximately 40-metres. A blue light was
attached to the front, and this enabled the children to see how high it managed to get. After this,
we had our evening meal, then it was time to get the children bedded down for the night. As the
film Wall:e gently played, they began to fall asleep, and everyone was snoring away by 11.30 pm.
In the morning, additional staff came into school to support with breakfast, after which parents
came to collect the children. It truly was an amazing event, and | know this will help to prepare
Year 5 for the residential to Beaumanor in Year 6. | would like to thank all of the staff for giving
their time so freely, and without them, we simply would not be able to enrich the children’s
learning in this way. Special times, indeed.

World Book Day: Thursday 6™ March 2025

Amazingly, World Book Day is almost upon us, and this will also coincide with the Scholastic
Bookfair. As parents, | know you like some advance notice about costumes etc. This year, we
are giving 3-options, as follows:

1. Sleepwear, a favourite bedtime story, and a cuddly bear or bedtime toy

2. Getting dressed as a favourite book character (no football kits, please)

3. School uniform, if you do not wish to take part in either option 1 or 2
On the day, there will be a special assembly led by Mrs. Waldrum, our English Leader, also a
range of different activities prepared by the class teachers. This really will be a celebration of the
joy of reading, and we will be sending messages and pictures out to parents throughout, via
WeDuc. There will also be class-prizes for the best costumes, and across the wider school. As
always, | thank you for your support, and shall look forward to seeing what you come up with this
year!

Attendance

Attendance is still not recovering at the pace | would like to see, and | again remind you of the
early concern letters that were sent out over the last couple of weeks. There are so many fun
things happening at school, and | want to ensure that every child can benefit from them. Let’s
make this a real focus for next term!

Week Beginning Monday 10™ February 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 95.0% 2AP: 97.3% 3KW: 95.7% 6CR: 97.6%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Wow Moments in School
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Space Camp Sleepover — Y5 Den Building — Food tasting — Y6 \
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller .
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