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Curriculum Newsletter — 24th Edition

Welcome to the 24" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, and what a busy time the
children have had in school! World Book Day topped everything off very nicely indeed, and
many, many thanks for the love, care, and creativity you poured into your children’s costumes.
Every year, they become more ambitious, and | really know the joy that this brigs to each and
every one of them! Please check out the photographs on the final page, to see just what a fun
day we had!

Halal Options — Summer term 2025

Thank you for your engagement with our recent survey regarding Halal options at school. | can
see that an overwhelming majority of you would welcome this change to our catering service, so
today, | am happy to announce that our menus will change from the beginning of the summer
term to satisfy this need. Over the years, | have been proud our school has been one of the very
few in the City of Leicester to be wholly-vegetarian, but times change, and the health and
nutrition of our children is incredibly important. If this change to our service leads to an uptick in
demand, this will be very welcome news indeed. Towards the end of this term, we will share the
new menus, and also providence in respect of sourcing. Needless to say, | hope you welcome
the responsive approach that the school is taking to this very sensitive matter.

Fasting

Thank you very much for your continued support of the school’s Fasting Policy. This seems to be
working very well indeed at the new site, enabling us all to work together to keep our children
safe. | was also very moved for the support you gave to me on my fasting day on Thursday of
this week. | love to see how our community works together to support each other.

Book Fair

Business has been very brisk at the book fair this year, and my thanks for the many, many books
you have purchased on behalf of your children. Reading is one of the greatest gifts we can give
to our children and with there being so much quality literature out there, it's the gift that simply
keeps giving. Scholastic, who provide the books, also ensure that schools receive a number of
free books based on the orders they receive. This will help to ensure that class libraries can
continue to be well-stocked. Finally, | would like to thank all of the staff in school who have given
up their time to run the fair at the beginning of the day, during the day, and also after school.

Cars on the Main School Site
This issue is beginning to creep back in, and it surprises me, given the beautiful weather. On

Thursday, right in front of me, a child’s bike was nudged by a car. | cannot find words to describe
how dangerous this is. Please only use the service road if you have a valid Blue Badge.
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Young Voices

On Friday of last week, our school choir had the most amazing time in Birmingham, singing as
part of the Young Voices concert that takes place annually. They had such a brilliant and
motivational time, returning back to school just after 10.00 pm. | have managed to gather
together some photographs of this special event, and they have also been posted onto the
school’s website. Please make sure you check them out, and share further in our children’s
success. Special thanks to Miss Patel and Miss McKenley-Ballantyne, who attended with the
children on the day.

School Website

Thank you for all the positive feedback we have received about the website. It has been fully
updated, and | know you will understand just what a challenging job this is. When schools are
busy, this can be something that slides, but staff have been very resolute, showing how eager
they are to share with you the wonderful creative curriculum that has been developed at school
and fully implemented, despite the RAAC-crisis. Seeing the children’s enjoyment of their lessons
makes me very happy indeed, and this is one of the measures of success in respect of the
curriculum offer. If you wish to take a look, please tap the following link:

=  https://www.mayflower.leicester.sch.uk/

The main 2-areas to explore are Creative Curriculum, and Learning. This will give you a really
expansive overview of the curriculum in all our year groups. Thank you, and further feedback is
always welcome.

World Book Day

As mentioned earlier in my newsletter, the children have had the most amazing day celebrating
World Book Day, engaging with a range of activities across the school, and enjoying the many,
many different costumes that have come into school. The focus for this year is ‘Read Your Way,’
which reminds children to let go of all the pressures and expectations, empowering them to have
fun discovering reading on their own terms. This is always such a special day in school, and | am
already looking forward to next year’s event!! Special thanks to Mrs. Waldrum for organising.

Attendance

Our attendance recovery continues apace, and many thanks to you all for the efforts that have
been made to ensure our children are in school every single day.

Week Beginning Monday 3™ March 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Orchard: 96.3% 2CJ: 98.7% 4MY: 99.3% 6RK: 100%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School
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Cherry Blossom — Y5 World Book Day — Y6 | Young Voices - Choir Living Eggs — Y6
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