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Curriculum Newsletter — 25t Edition

Welcome to the 25" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter, and | hope you are once again
looking forward to finding out what the children have been getting up to. Despite the weather, we
have managed to get much done in school, and this is always welcome news. Easter is
beginning to appear on the horizon, and | continue to wish all of those who are fasting a restful
and focused time. Eid will be here soon....

Athletics — Year 4

At Mayflower, we always like to see our children taking part in local sports fixtures and events.
With this in mind, some children from Year 4 were engaged in an athletics competition on
Tuesday of this week. Levels of engagement and fun were as high as you would expect, and |
always see athletics as the time when the weather starts to change. Please look out for further
events, across a range of different sports, in the weeks and months to come.

Swimming - Year 4

Continuing the theme above, it has been some time since last | gave an update on the weekly
swimming lessons that are taking part in Year 4. You will not be surprised to hear that the
children are doing very well and making great progress. | feel really proud of the offer at
Mayflower, and know that this focused, 1-year block will enable a very strong majority of our
children to reach the national expectations of 25-metres unaided by the end of Year 6. The fact
our children do this in Year 4 shows just how far ahead they are. Very well done to all involved,
including the children, coaches, and staff.

Blue Badges

| am again asking that those parents who are in possession of blue badges display these in their
cars as they drive up and down the driveway. | have to field daily questions about entitlement
and if the Blue Badges are clearly displayed, there can be no argument or dispute as to the
permission that has been granted for you to access the disabled parking spaces. As always, |
thank you, in advance, for your help and support in respect of this very important safety matter.

Attendance Matters

Last week, | celebrated the very good work that had been undertaken by you all in respect of
aggregate attendance. | know that my recently published letters have had a positive impact and
a number of families have also engaged with us as we continue to ensure that all of our children
are in school every day. | cannot stress how important good attendance is, and it is one of the
most important factors in sustained educational success. Absence can also lead to safeguarding
concerns, as well, so let’'s continue to work hard, support each other, and ensure that all of the
children can gain the maximum benefit from the exciting lessons we offer at Mayflower.
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British Science Week

Special thanks to Mrs. Khan, our Science Leader, for all of the work she has undertaken in
respect of British Science Week, which we offer on an annual basis. The focus this year is
Change and Adapt, and it has been really exciting to see the different ways in which this theme
has been interpreted across the school. In tandem with this, we have also been looking at
environmental matters, and the simple steps we can all take to better look after the beautiful
planet we have been gifted. Finally, a poster competition has been held, and | will be able to
announce the winners this time next week. In-line with our commitment to the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, it is really exciting seeing our children getting so passionate
about such important global matters. As always, the mantra is, ‘Think global, act local,” giving
them a real focus for high-quality community-based work.

Logos — Our Golden Threads

Connected to the above, is a competition that our Young Consultants are running in school at the
moment. This relates to school-designed logos for the 3-Golden Threads that underpin our
lessons — the Sustainable Development Goals, Outdoor Learning, and Social Justice. Once
these have been determined, they will be added to our website, and also displayed in all of the
classrooms and shared areas, givin our children something that they can easily identify with as
part of ongoing lesson delivery. | know that our children will be super-creative in this respect and
| cannot wait to see how they get on! Exciting times indeed....

Living Eggs

It has been lovely hosting the Living Eggs in school again this year, and the children were so
excited when they started to hatch. Of the 10, 9 hatched, 7-cockerels and 2-hens. Once the
birds were ready, we were able to take them around the classrooms, giving the children an
opportunity handle and care for them. Their gentleness and wonder was truly a joy to see, and
special thanks to the Friends of Mayflower who again supported us with this vital annual project
in school. I'd also like to thank all of the staff and families who have been involved in looking
after the chicks overnight and at weekends. This is a proper community effort from which we can
all benefit!

Weekly Attendance
Our attendance recovery has continued this week, and my thanks to you all for the super work

you are carrying out with the children. Getting them in every day is so important, and | know that
you all fully recognise this. Our aggregate for all classes has been 97% - our best ever week!!

Week Beginning Monday 10™" March 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Orchard: 95.9% 2CJ: 98.1% 4HP: 99.4% 6PA and 6RK: 99.0%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Wow Moments in School

T

Volcanoes — F2 Living E gs — Y1

Forest School — Y5 Microplastics — Y6 Microlastics _ Y6

Science Week — Y6
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