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Curriculum Newsletter – 26th Edition 

 
Welcome to the 26th edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter and hasn’t it been wonderful to 
enjoy our learning in the middle of an early-spring heatwave.  I dare say it won’t last, but seeing 
and feeling the sun was such a welcome thing, and I know it gave us all the pick-me-up we 
needed.  As always, it has been a very busy, exciting, energetic week in school, and I hope this 
edition gives you a good understanding of what has been taking place! 
 

Year 2 Assembly – The Great Fire of London 
 

Today, the children from Year 2 enjoyed sharing their learning with parents and the wider school 
community as they performed their curriculum assembly.  The primary focus was the Great Fire 
of London, which took place in 1666.  They looked back on everything they had done, and shared 
what this meant to them.  They also revisited the re-enactment that took place on the playground 
of the old school on Evington Drive.  I know this will be a memory they will never, ever forget!  I 
am so happy when the children share what they know with such confidence and expression.  
Special thanks to all the parents who attended on the day and also the staff who have worked so 
hard with them throughout the year. 
 

School’s Rebuilding Programme 
 

This week, our Young Consultants and Creativity Councillors have been working very hard on 
their ideas for what our new school will be like.  Although there has yet to be confirmation 
regarding repair or rebuild, we know that the purpose-built building will be the product of huge 
investment, giving our school sustainability for many, many years to come.  Whether they repair 
or rebuild, we have insisted that our children are a core part of the Design Team, and this will 
help the DfE to have an even better understanding of our requirements.  Part of the work we 
have done with the children relates to what is achievable, and many of their ideas are linked to 
amenity, well-being, and outdoor learning.  On Tuesday 25th March 2025, our children will make 
a full-presentation to the DfE and their Design Consultants, and I will share their ideas with all of 
you, as well.  We will also be looking at the ways in which we can bring our parents on-board, 
because your insight, views, and wishes have the capacity to shape the project, as well.  While I 
know we would never have chosen this path, there are exciting opportunities ahead that will give 
us all a real stake in the new learning space that will be created on the Evington Drive site. 
 

Blue Badges – Please Display on Arrival 
 

Many thanks to all of the parents who have displayed their Blue Badges on the windscreens of 
their cars.  This reduces any confusion from other parents as to your eligibility to access the 
disabled parking spaces, and aids in good communication overall.  I continue to express very real 
concerns about the number of cars that are accessing the site, and hope that with the advent of 
the better weather, this will reduce.  There is nothing more important than the safety of our pupils 
and I know you will wish to join with me in doing in all we can to keep them as safe as possible. 
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Playground Markings – Key Stage 1 

 
On Tuesday of this week, there was much excitement in school, especially in years 1 and 2.  A 
team of contractors attended to add playground markings into their designated space.  These 
include snakes and ladders, a trail, a letter-caterpillar, hop-scotch, and other fun activities for the 
children to engage with.  This was one of the only things that the DfE did not add to our 
temporary site, and given the delay, school has decided to pay for them.  Seeing all of the 
children outside on Tuesday lunchtime was a genuine pleasure, and with the astro-turf and trim-
trail also available, I can see that this is a truly wonderful space for them to play in.  If you get 
time, please feel free to take a look! 
 

Field Opening 
 

With the glorious weather, we managed to open the playing field to the children in years 3 and 4 
for one day only.  This was necessary to facilitate the playground markings, but it also reminded 
me of the wonderful outdoor spaces we have open access to, and this could never be achieved 
at the old site.  It goes without saying, but the children had the best time ever, allowing them to 
look forward to the summer months ahead. 
 

Year 6 SATs Meeting – Tuesday 18th March 2025 
 

It was lovely to see so many of our Year 6 parents attending the open meeting for Year 6 SATs.  
Staff were able to give an overview of what is involved, the kind of preparation the children 
benefit from, and also the world-famous Year 6 SATs breakfast.  In the National League Tables, 
our school does incredibly well, being in the Top-10% of schools nationally.  I know that the 
current cohort of Year 6 will continue this fine tradition at Mayflower, and I cannot find enough 
words to describe the respect I have for them all.  Good luck, and special thanks to the parents 
and staff for all the great work that has been carried out in respect of preparation. 
 

Cat Corner 
 

Just a quick reminder.  If you would like your child’s cat to feature in Cat Corner, please feel free 
to send me a digital image to my email (lwhitney@mayflower.leicester.sch.uk) along with details 
of the cat, and who they belong to.  Strays are also welcome, and there are some very good 
teaching points we can develop around caring for vulnerable animals.  Thank you. 
 

Arabic Lessons (Year 4) 
 

At Mayflower, we love to partner with other providers of education, and I am delighted to again 
celebrate the outreach work that has been carried out by the Foreign Languages Department at 
the Madani Federation.  This week, we welcomed a member of their staff to Year 4 for Arabic 
lessons, and the children had a wonderful time reinforcing learning that has taken place outside 
of school.  My thanks to all involved, and also to Miss Hans, our MFL Leader, for organising.  
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Moving Together 

 
The Moving Together Project, in partnership with our good friends at the Curve continues apace, 
and I have been so pleased to see the way our children and families are engaging.  This kind of 
commitment is long-term, and also takes children’s learning outside normal school hours.  Please 
look out for further details in the weeks and months to come. 
 

Eid 
 

As the Holy Month nears its end, our thoughts must turn to Eid.  As is always the case, we are 
unsure of when this will be, but it looks like either Sunday 30th or Monday 31st March.  Just a 
quick note to say that if it is on Monday, we know that most of our children will not be in school.  
Equally, if it falls on a Sunday, we do expect to see the children back in school on Monday.  
Sadly, schools do not have the capacity to authorise absence on any other day apart from the 
actual day of celebration.  As always, if you are unsure, just let me know, and I also know that for 
some of our families, it will be different due to the first sighting in Morocco or Saudi Arabia. 
 

Charity Bike Ride – Saturday 29th March 2025 
 

I know that many of you like to listen to Ramadan Radio, and we are proud because one of our 
children in Year 6 (Aisha) and her dad (Ishaq) are hosting shows at this very special time.  Last 
night, Aisha and Ishaq were talking about Zakat, and also the importance of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  This led to a broader discussion about some of the things we can do in 
Leicester to support people around the world who may not have access to food, clean water, 
shelter, and many of the other basics for life.  A plan was then formulated for a Charity Bike Ride, 
which will take place on Saturday 29th March 2025, at Victoria Park.  Early next week, I will be 
providing more information, but if any of you might be interested in supporting this very worthy 
cause, further information can be accessed via the following link: 
 

▪ https://fundraise.missionrelief.org.uk/mrljerdtz7  
 
Mission Relief is the designated charity, and the focus for aid and development will be countries 
in East Africa.  Let’s see what our wonderful Mayflower community can do to provide support, 
and I wonder how far above the £10,000.00 target they will get.  Good luck Aisha and Ishaq!! 

 
Attendance 

 
Not quite so strong this week, but I am still seeing an improvement in attendance overall.  
Aggregate outcomes across school are as follows: 
 

Week Beginning Monday 17th March 2025 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Orchard: 98.0% 2AP: 97.0% 4HP: 99.7% 5SD: 98.1% 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
Spring planting – F2 

 
Balancing – Y2 

 
Curriculum Assembly – Y2 

 
Balancing – Y2 

 
Eco-Posters – Y4 

 
Arabic Teaching – Y4 

 
Forest School – Y5 

 
Science Week – Y5 

 
Coding – Y6 

 
Sketching – Y6 
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