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Curriculum Newsletter — 27th Edition

Welcome to the 27" edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter and, once again, the children
have been really, really busy at school. | know | say this every week, but it's absolutely true, and
| could not be prouder of them as a result. We have also seen curriculum assemblies, trips out of
school, visitors in and a high-powered meeting with the Department for Education. Hopefully, Ill
be able to get all of this into the customary 2-pages!

Parent Consultation — Schools’ Rebuilding Programme

As noted above, the Department for Education (DfE) visited school this week, on Tuesday
afternoon. Some of you might have seen them leaving at the end of the day. As part of this
meeting, our Creativity Councillors and Young Consultants gave a presentation about all of the
things they would like to see in their new school building. Their ideas, all of which were
achievable, demonstrated how carefully they have been thinking about the process, and all of the
things they will need to learn well. Some were environmental, others were to do with amenity,
and there were also strong links with our 3-Golden Threads. 11-children were part of this group,
and | know that their ideas have been noted by senior leaders at the Department for Education.

As part of this meeting, | informed the DfE that now we are at the planning stage, it will be
important for all of our stakeholder groups to have an opportunity to share their visionary ideas
about the new learning environment that will be created on the Evington Drive site. This will
include yourselves, as parents, and also the Evington community, governors, the Local Authority,
and staff. To begin with, this will be questionnaire based, but | would like to also explore the
possibility of establishing a Parent Group that can present their ideas back to the DfE.
Experience tells me that this is the most powerful way of delivering a keynote message and being
heard. If you are interested in being a part of this process, please contact me at school.

Music Provision — Recorders, Ukulele, Singing and a Trip to De Montfort Hall

As you will be aware, our school invests a lot in bringing creativity and diversity to the children,
and to give our music curriculum real momentum, we provide specialist teachers to deliver choral
and instrumental tuition. This has been deeply appreciated by the children who quite simply love
to perform. A good primary curriculum will always allow all learners to encounter experiences
they might not have had before. This can allow them to be clear about what engages them the
most, and then, as they move through our school and into the secondary sector, there will be
opportunities for them to grow and deepen their understanding. | see this as a duty, and am so
pleased to see the way our children have engaged. Also, on Tuesday of this week, the children
from Year 3 attended at De Montfort Hall for a full performance, alongside many other schools in
the City of Leicester. They were captivated, entranced, and thoroughly motivated by everything
they had seen, again giving them an opportunity to engage with a slightly different form of
creativity. My thanks to all of the children and staff for their efforts in this important area, and |
wonder what they will encounter next!!
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New Menus!!

After our conclusive parent consultation, | was delighted to inform you that school will be bringing
Halal options to all of the children, from the beginning of the summer term 2025. Alongside this
newsletter will be copies of the 3-week menus, and | hope that this change in service will lead to
an increased uptake. If anyone requires further information about providence, please let me
know, and | will be more than happy to provide this. We will also be offering parent taster
sessions during the week beginning Monday 7t April. Further details to follow....

Curriculum Assemblies — The Great Fire of London (Year 2) and Mother’s Day (Nursery)

There are few better ways of celebrating the curriculum at Mayflower than seeing the children
perform to parents, children and staff. This Friday and last, children from Year 2 and Nursery
were able to perform for their parents, and also the wider school community. To be able to do
this takes real courage and as | child, | certainly would not have been able to get up on stage!
Confident learners are always good learners, and seeing the children perform in this way gives
me great optimism for the future, and the quality of their learning as their respective journeys
continue. My thanks to all of the parents who attended on the day and also the work of staff in
supporting them to reach these very high standards!

Science Week Poster Competition

Many thanks to the children who found time to enter the poster competition that followed on from
British Science Week. The standard, imagination, and hard-hitting messages were truly
impressive. Results will be announced on Friday 4" April, and this will be done by Mrs. Khan,
our science leader. As always, | can easily see just how much our children care about the world
around them. Our future is in very safe-hands....

Blue Badges
My thanks to the many parents who have displayed their Blue Badges on arrival at the school. If
you fail to do so, a member of staff will challenge you and again, | wish to remind you that this is
done with the safety of children in mind. 1 still feel there’s an unacceptably high number of cars
accessing the site, all the more so on the very rare occasions | am not on the gate.

Attendance

Reasonably pleasing attendance again this week, and with only 2-more weeks to go until the end
of the spring term, | know that we will be able to keep this up! Thank you to you all.

Week Beginning Monday 24" March 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Orchard: 95.1% 2AP: 100% 4MY: 97.0% 6CR: 99.5%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller e
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Wow Moments in School

Concert at DMH — Y3 SC|ence Week Y3

Sketching — Y6 Tricky Maths — Y6 Macro-photos -Y6 Sketching — Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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