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Curriculum Newsletter — 30th Edition

Welcome back after the recent Easter holidays. | sincerely hope that you all managed to have a
good rest, and return to school feeling refreshed and invigorated for the very short first half of the
summer term. The weather has been glorious this week, and | am reminded about the current
guidance in respect of sun safety. With this in mind, please can you ensure your child brings a
sun-hat into school. If you wish them to wear sun-block, staff are not allowed to apply this, so
your child will need to be coached at home as to how this can be done. Any products then need
to be placed into a named plastic bag and given to either the office or class teacher. | know you
share my ambition to keep the children safe at all times, and your help in this matter is greatly
appreciated.

Charity Walk and Fun Day

As a school that actively teaches Social Justice, | am very pleased to report that one of our
children in Year 3 (Umar) and his sister (Umairah) are seeking to raise money for the victims of
conflict in Gaza and Yemen by taking part in a 2-kilometre sponsored walk. | am very impressed
with them both, and always feel proud when our amazing community makes an active
contribution to resolving conflict. If any of you would like to support Umar and Umairah, please
tap on the following link, and let us see if we can help them to reach the very challenging target
they have set for themselves:

= https://donate.emaanrelief.org/fundraiser/superheroes-umairah-and-umar

Thank you, as always, for your help and support. When | last checked, the amount stood at
£363.00 but | know that with your support they have the capacity to raise even more. Well done
Umar and Umaimah; we are all behind you in this....

Father’s Reading Every Day (FRED)

Many thanks to the dads who came into school on Thursday morning, and also to Mrs. Bilkhu for
setting up the FRED Programme once again. This innovation promotes reading between dads
(or uncles, grandfathers, older brothers etc) and their children every day for the next 4-weeks. It
was lovely to be reminded of the positive impact of this programme in previous years, and the
learning logs always make joyous reading. Please remember that the lending library has now
been established in the Early Years base, and you will be welcome to borrow books from this
space anytime. In the weeks to come, | shall look forward to celebrating with you, and also the
closing event, which will take place at the end of the programme. Exciting times indeed....

Bank Holiday Monday — May Day

Just a quick reminder that school will be closed on Monday 5" May 2025, as it is May Day! We
will reopen again, as normal, on Tuesday 6" May 2025, and hope you all have a great day!!

Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
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VE Day Assembly — Thursday 8" May 2025

On Thursday of next week, Miss Atkins, our History Leader, myself, and some of the children will
be leading a whole-school assembly as we look back on Victory in Europe Day, which took place
80-years ago when the Allies accepted the cessation of all German military operations, thus
concluding this part of the war. Eager historians will know that fighting continued with Japan,
which ended between the 15" August and 2" September 1945. The assembly will be an
opportunity to learn more about what happened, the hardships people faced, and also a
celebration of the fact that democracy has been maintained in the face of a fascist threat. Please
look out for photographs in the next edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter.

Ventilation

At school, we know that the classrooms can become very hot in the summer, and that ventilation
Is not as good as we would like. With this in mind, over the holidays, Reds10, the contractor who
provided the temporary school, drilled some additional vents underneath the main building, just to
ensure the free circulation of air. | am hoping this will make a small difference, and have also
ensured that fans have been placed into all of the classrooms. Staying cool on a hot day is never
easy, but we are working on this, looking at a range of creative solutions that will help the
children and staff.

Bikes, Helmets and Scooters

Thank you for allowing your children to cycle or scoot to school. This is all part of the healthy
lifestyle that we are trying to promote. Just a quick reminder about the need for helmets.
Significant injuries can be sustained if a child is not wearing a helmet, and as a school and wider
community, we always place safety at the top of our list of priorities. Thank you, as always, for
your support.

Parent Working Party
Just a quick reminder that it is not too late to join our Parent Working Party, who will be
responsible for making representations to the DfE as our new school building is planned and
developed. Please contact me if this might be of interest. Thank you.

Attendance

Our attendance recovery continues apace, and my thanks to all of you for the great support you
are providing. Long may this continue....

Week Beginning Monday 28" April 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
Willow: 96.1% 1KM: 100% 4HP: 97.7% 5AH: 96.8%
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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Wow Moments in School
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Forest School ' Y5 \ Tricky maths — Y5 Tricky maths — Y5

Super writing — Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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