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Curriculum Newsletter — 33" Edition

Welcome to what will be the last curriculum newsletter of termlet 5! It is amazing to think that the
holidays are upon us once again, and this has been one of the shortest half-terms on record, at
just 19-days in total! Equally, we have managed to fit just as much work into such a short
amount of time, and | know that children and staff are ready for a rest. It goes without saying that
| hope you all have a wonderful week away from school, and please remember that we return
again on Monday 2" June 2025.

Year 4 Curriculum Assembly

On Thursday, it was lovely to see so many parents attend the Year 4 curriculum assembly, which
was linked to the units of work they have completed in science. Seeing our children perform in
this way always makes me proud, but | also know that by sharing their learning in this way, it
confirms how deeply embedded it has become. | can certainly see lots of dentists, doctors, and
scientists ahead! Very well done to the children, and also the staff in Year 4 who have worked so
hard with the children this year.

The Festival of Arts for Children

This week, as part of the Festival of Arts for Children, we have been honoured to receive two
travelling theatre groups, who have worked with the children across years 1-6. On Tuesday,
years 1 and 2 were enchanted by Mughal Miniatures, a dance-based production of a traditional
tale about an elephant (Elnaz) and a drummer (Dholli). Through movement and music, with no
spoken words whatsoever, the children were entranced as the performers wove a magical tale of
joy. At the end, there was an opportunity to ask questions, and also learn some of the dance
moves. On Wednesday, Dommy B was presenting to years 3-6, using performance poetry to
really engage the children in tales from his childhood that have led him to be the person he is
today. They loved how he used words to convey meaning, through humour and audience
participation. | also appreciated a poem he shared about the primary purpose of school is for us
all to learn about kindness. In this troubled world, this is certainly a message | think we can all
support. Thank you to the children, all the performers, and Spark Arts for arranging the festival.

West Lodge Visit

Earlier this week, a group of our children revisited West Lodge for a day of adventure and
outdoor learning. This cross-age opportunity built on prior learning, but also allowed this group to
really come together as a cohort in a wonderful natural space. | feel very happy seeing our
children learn in the natural world, and | also know just how difficult it was to organise this trip.
My thanks, as always, to all of the children and staff involved, and | know that such a visit will
provide an even firmer basis for consequent learning. As you can see, it has already been an
incredibly busy week, with so many of our children engaging in such wonderful curriculum
enrichment opportunities at Mayflower.
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Botanical Gardens Visit

Continuing the theme on the previous page, a small group of 30-children visited the Botanical
Gardens that are managed by the University of Leicester. This is such a wonderful place to learn
more about the natural world and how we can care for the ecology of a managed garden.
Deepening our links with the University Sector is also welcome, giving our children an early
opportunity to experience a university, and all of the wonderful outcomes that can be pursued as
a result. My thanks to the children and staff, and also the University of Leicester for offering this
trip to our children.

The Day our School Changed Exhibition at DMU: 5t"-19t" July 2025

Just a quick note to confirm that our Creativity Council are continuing to work hard on their
exhibition about the impact of the RAAC-crisis on our school. In partnership with De Montfort
University, they have curated an exhibition of images and other visual media that tells the story of
our school since April 2023, when we were first notified of the closure notice. Sometimes, it is
easy to underplay the impact this has had on all our stakeholder groups, and | know that the
exhibition will really bring to life the lived experience of everyone involved. Please look out for
further details, and | hope you and your family will be able to attend. | can promise you a very
exciting and interesting time for all involved.

School Uniform

Of late, | have begun to notice that some children are wearing variations on our standard school
uniform. These include track-suit tops, different coloured jumpers, hoodies etc. As we continue
to move forward, | would be grateful if all our children could come into school in the standard red
jumper or cardigan, white blouse, shirt or polo shirt, black/grey trousers, shorts or skirt, with the
option of red gingham dresses in the summer months. These items are all easy to buy from your
local supermarket, and now that we have removed branded items, they are very affordable
indeed. The way our children look is always important, and by conforming to these simple rules,
they can develop a really strong sense of collective identity through common uniform standards
throughout the school. Thank you.

Attendance

Many thanks for your continued hard work in respect of attendance. Our numbers are continuing
to recover, and | am pleased to see this. Remember, every lesson matters, and any kind of
absence can have an impact on your child, and also other children in the class. Again, there
have been technical difficulties in calculating outcomes, and | apologise for this.

Week Beginning Monday 19t May 2025

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2
N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Wow Moments in School

Outdoor writing - EYFS Mughal Miniatures |  Fractions — Y1
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Science — Y4 Graphic art— Y5 | Forest School — Y5 Picnic time — Y6
Head Teacher: Mr L Whitney Chair of FOM: Mrs. R. Debar
Chair of Governors: Mr K Bhogaita Treasurer: Mrs. J. Letten-Miller
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