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Curriculum Newsletter – 34th Edition 

 
Welcome to the 34th edition of the weekly curriculum newsletter and what a busy time it has 
been!  Before I embrace this, for all those celebrating, I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you a happy Eid al-Adha.  Can you believe there were just nine children who came into school 
today, but the staff worked hard to ensure they had a good and enjoyable day.  It did feel like a 
different place, and this is to be expected.  Anyhow, let’s now focus on what the children have 
been getting up to this week. 
 

Sarah Smith – No Fit State Circus 
 

This week, it has been our pleasure to welcome Sarah Smith from No Fit State Circus to work 
alongside all of our classes.  The focus has been playground games, but with the added twist of 
no equipment!  Often, our children depend quite heavily on a ball, a hoop, a wicket, a bat, or 
similar.  Sarah’s specialism is some of the games that children used to play, with some modern 
reinterpretations, as well.  Having seen some of this provision, it truly was wonderful to 
experience, and my expectation is that these games will soon embed on all of our playgrounds.  
Special thanks to the Creativity Council for identifying this level of need. 
 

Saffron Lane 
 

This week, a group of 34-children attended at Saffron Lane for an athletics competition.  Track 
and field sports gained full representation, and we also won a silver medal!  As a child myself, I 
can remember competing at Saffron Lane, and it is amazing how learning experiences such as 
these stay with us into adult life.  For our children, I know this will be the same, and there a few 
things that make me happier than seeing the curriculum enriched in this way.  Special thanks to 
Mrs. Bham and Miss Bahadur for leading this trip, and allowing our children to shine, once again.  
 

Fathers Reading Every Day (FRED) 
 

On Thursday of this week, Mrs. Bilkhu and I took great pleasure in presenting the FRED 
Celebration assembly, and it was lovely to see so many fathers and children from EYFS in 
attendance.  As is always the case, the programme has been incredibly successful, and seeing 
the joy the children derived from sharing quality books at home was evident for all to see.  The 
Learning Logs were beautifully kept, and these were also celebrated as part of the wider event.  
At the end, the children received their certificates, and we also awarded books as prizes across a 
range of different categories.  Thanks to everyone involved, and also Mrs. Bilkhu for leading this 
event so inspirationally. 
 

Cars on Site 
 

Yet again, cars entering the site are posing a risk to our children.  I reserve the right to close the 
main gates, if this continues.  I do not want it to come to this, and thank you all for your help. 
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Bikeability 

 
This week and next, the children from Year 6 will all have an opportunity to complete the 
Bikeability Training Programme, giving them the skills and awareness to cycle safely on the road.  
So many bikes have been brought into school, and for those children that do not have access, 
additional bikes have been procured to ensure everyone can take part.  After the recent SATs, it 
has been so lovely seeing them fully engaged, even when the rain started to fall on Tuesday.  By 
this time next week, the programme will have concluded, and I know this will make them safer 
cyclists in the future. 
 

Year 2 Trip to Beaumanor 
 

On Wednesday, all of the children in Year 2 attended at Beaumanor for some mini-beast hunting 
and pond-dipping.  Although the weather was a little unkind in the morning, this did not dampen 
spirits, and the children really managed to learn a lot about woodland wildlife.  Can you believe a 
fish was caught, as well!  As you will know, outdoor learning is one of our Golden Threads, and 
this trip also links about to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 14: Life Below Water and 
SDG 15: Life on Land).  The children all had such a good time and were full of tales about 
everything they had found.  As always, my thanks to Mrs. Jethwa, and all of the Year 2 staff who 
supported on the day. 
 

Playground Development 
 

I am pleased to report that the DfE has provided consent for us to create some additional play 
space at the rear of our site, between the hall entrances and boundary fence.  We are looking at 
the best way of bringing this land into commission, with some modified fencing and access 
control gates.  If we can achieve this, the nurture and activity provision available to some of our 
children will be considerably enhanced.  Interestingly, we will be recycling some of the fencing 
from the old site, which is an excellent form eco-awareness!   I am really looking forward to this 
new play area becoming available to our children at the beginning of the next academic year.  
Exciting times indeed…. 

 
Attendance 

 
Our attendance figures have been affected by Eid al-Adha this week, so to give you a more 
representative set of outcomes, I have taken Friday 6th June 2025 out of the overall analysis.  I 
can see that the recovery I have spoken about continues apace, and seeing any class with a 
100% outcome is very pleasing indeed.  My thanks, once again, for ensuring such good rates of 
attendance at Mayflower. 
 

Week Beginning Monday 2nd June 2025 

Early Years Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Orchard: 98.5% 1KM: 96.0% 3HK/3KW: 97.9% 5AH: 100% 
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Wow Moments in School 

 

 
Mark-making: F2 

 
Games with Sarah: Y1 

 
Beaumanor: Y2 

 
Beaumanor: Y2 

 
Games with Sarah: Y4 

 
Science Report: Y4 

 
Forest School: Y5 

 
Visual Literacy: Y5 

 
Visual Literacy: Y5 

 
Arabic: Y6 

 
Learning Log: Y6 

 
Silver Medal!! 
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