The Journey of the Child: Modern Foreign Languages

Year Group

Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Foundation 1

Modern Foreign Languages are not taught in
the Nursery, but care is taken to ensure that
the children encounter a language-rich
environment, including words from French,
and other languages, as well.
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Foundation 2

Modern Foreign Languages are not taught in
Reception, but care is taken to ensure that
the children encounter a language-rich
environment, including words from French,
and other languages, as well.
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Year 1

As with Early Years, MFL is not part of the
formal curriculum in Key Stage 1, but the
children will encounter a language-rich
environment, and also the language of the
month in assembly. EDL is also offered.
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Year 2

As with Early Years, MFL is not part of the
formal curriculum in Key Stage 1, but the
children will encounter a language-rich
environment, and also the language of the
month in assembly. EDL is also offered.
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Year 3

MFL joins the formal curriculum in Year 3,
with a core focus on French. The units the
children will encounter are related to the
phonetic system of the language, pride in
learning a new language, and animals.

Now that these lessons have become
established, the unit focus will shift to
instruments and fruit. The children will also
learn simple sentences that contain core
vocabulary.

To conclude Year 3, the focus will shift to
Ancient Britain (link to teaching in History),
and further work on the grammatical
structures of the French language. They will
also learn a number of ‘I can....’ Statements.

Year 4

Now the children will be used to French
teaching, and there will also be an opportunity
to build on their prior learning. Focused units

will be a deeper understanding of phonics,
myself, and my family.

Building on what was taught in Year 3, the
children will again look at animals, habitats,
and also instruments. Where possible, links
will be established with ongoing curriculum
delivery across other subjects.

To conclude their studies in Year 4, the
children will look at ice-cream (a Year 3 unit),
vegetables (another Year 3 unit), the
café/restaurant, and also simple terms to
describe the weather.

Year 5

In upper Key Stage 2, the children will again
have an opportunity to deepen their
knowledge and understanding of the French
language. Focused units will be colours,
numbers, family, and my class.

During the spring term, the focus will shift to
the planets (link with the science curriculum),
and myself. Where possible, other curriculum

links will also be developed, and this will be

reflected within the LE.

Towards the end of Year 5, the children will
build on learning in Year 4, where they look at
the café/restaurant, how to order, and other
words that will be applicable within this social
context.

Year 6

In Year 6, there will be an opportunity for the
children to engage with language teachers
from the Madani Federation, where Arabic will
be taught in conjunction with ongoing lessons
in French.
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